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[PREFACE 


CnrisTian READER, 


"Have thought fit, in this Eſſay, to lay a friend thaw: 


Schiſin in our Church, in the Holy Scriptures, 


dation of Afier-reaſonings againſt this lamentable * | | 


car Standards and A of Aﬀecably ; aud hive tlllh 


Mlice not only of theſe Scriptures, which do more di- 
rettly condemn Schiſms, Contentions and Diviſions, but 


theſe which ſpeak of the corrupt Diſpoſitions and Prac- 
tices, which are either the Source or the Effects there- 


if, and theſe which recommend the _— Temper 
and Condutt. | 

Having particularly url the CoduB3 ＋ the freed: 
ng ' Brethren in all the Steps thereof, and put ſeveral 
Queries 10 them thereupon in the Seaſonable Tefti- 
mony, I have but briefly touched on theſe Things int 
this Eſſay; but having only hinted at a very * 
Things, and very briefly, concerning their pretended 
Act, Ne er and Teſtimony, in the foreſaid 


Seafonable Teftimony, I have, in this Eſfiy, made WO 


large Animadverſions on that Act, Declaration, &c, 
end have repreſented its Invalidity and Nullity, Im- 
pertinence, Abuſe aud Mifapplication of Scriptures, 
Falſhood and Calumny, groſs Partiality, and undue 


Concealment of Truth, Uncharitableneſs, preſump- 1 


tuous Vanity, and pernicious Tendency, and made 
theſe Things evident by a good many Inſtances. © 

1 bave confidered ns Steps of the irregular and 
dforderly Conduf? of the ſeceding Brethren ;, and tho « 
great many more might have been noticed, I have chiefly © 


„ monniones i 


—- r 
mentioned theſe which have been collected from the au- 
thentick- Reports of Synods and Presby teries to.the 


Commiſſion; and 4 therein, and in other Parts 


of this Eday, enlarged and illuſtrated ſeveral Things, 
which are but briefly touched in the Commiſſion's 


Libel, and I have taken particular Notice of My. | 


Ebenezer Erskine”s preſumptuous Conduct, iu ſiumnon. 
ing the frve Elders to the Tribunal of Chrift. 2 
a” have alſo endeavoured to make a fair State of the 
Caſe of Expediency to exerciſe further Lenity, or to pro- 
ceed to condign Cenſure of the Seceders, without inter- 
Poſing my own Opinion. 
Ad thus have in the whole endeavoured to continue 
and confirm the Seaſonable Teſtimony, formerly pub: 
8 in two Editions. 

I confeſs, bad I conſulted Fleſh and Blood, and in- 
dulged myſelf in being a careleſs Onlooker on this la. 
mentable Schiſm, and its fatal Effects, I ſhould have 
made no ſuch Appearances ;, but, being ftromly impreſſed 


with a Senſe f theſe Things, after long ſtruggling with | 
myſelf as io any Call I had to give my Teſtimony in this | 


Manner, I found at length ſuch prevailing C onfadera- 
tions, as ſatisfied me fully on that Head, and ſo ad. 
ventured thereupon, tho* I plainly enough foreſaw it would 
create me Abundance of Enemies, 9 and Ii-wil. 
And indeed I was ſo far from being diſappointed in this 
| Foreſight, that I have rather met with ſuch rude and 


tarbarous Treatment, as I could never have expetfted from 
any who pretend to the Name of Chriſtian. oy have not 
only been injured in my Name and Character by ſome of 


ehe Adherents of the Seceders, if not by themſelves, ty 
ſecret Whiſperings and calumnious Back-bitings, 5 
1 have been perſonally attacked by ſome of them, and in- 


fulted-on the High-way, in publick Streets, and even in 
my own Houſe, and occaſionally in the Houſes of othirs, 
and have been rudely treated and flandered, both by Et. 


lers writ to my ſelf, and to others concerning me; fo 


that / 
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that 1 am ſet up by them as an Ohzet wt only of their 
Contempt, but even of their Malice and Enmity. And, 
if I may be allowed to conjetture what is the Sing of 
all this rude Treatment, from what one of theſe Ad> | 
herents ſaid to my Face, it is this, That I had put | 
Weapons in the Hands of the Enemies of God to 
defend the ayosTATE CHURcH of SCOTLAND; 
by which._we may ſee what Manner of Spirit ſome of 
them are of; nay, I have had broad Hints of Tan 
nings from others of them. 

As for the Seaſonable Teſtimony, 7 bave already * 
lheed, the Seceders, inſtead of ones it, preſerve 
ther own implicite Ad herents from the Infection of it, 
by telling them it is not worth anfwering ; that both the. 
Author and his Performance are contemptible ; and this 
goes down with theſe deluded People, who receive every 
Thing theſe Brethren ſay, and approve of every Thing: 
they do, without further Examination. Bui after" alk 
this, I 'ſould be injurious both to the Truth and to my 
n Character, if T ſhould not here acknowledge onthe: 
other Hand, that both judicious Miniſters and Chriſtis 
ans, in Aaverſe Parts of this Church, have, both by their 
Letters to me, and Converſation with 2 fgniſied not 
only their hearty Approbation thereof, but f the good 
Effefts of it to reclaim ſome, and prevent others from 
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Feeding from this Church, And this is likewiſe con. 
ent with my own Knowledge and Obſervation, and ſo 
I hope I have not altogether loft the you End J f og : 
/. WH md at in that Seaſonable Teſtimony. & 
y And it is with the ſame View, that I now again had 

venture, over the Belly of all the foreſaid Diſcourage-». 
ts and Oppaſitions, and Forefight of more, to publiſh © 

. Eſay, and ſo to continue my Teſtimony for Truth 


and Peace, apainſt the uaccountable Condut? of the 7 8 
ceders and dei Adherents. And, I muſt own, I 


4 ** 
bk 


1 th of judicious mans. et and Chri riftians, _ _ | 


E 


am not a little encouraged therein, by the Countenance"\. | 


Script 
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peruſed this Eſſay with ion, and adviſed the 
Publication thereof as ſeaſonable at this Funiture. 

I bave given it tbe Title of PLain-DE ALine, 
becauſe Thaw endeavoured to uſe all due Freedom, and 
in my Reaſonings, to bring Matters as cloſe Heme i 


the Conſciences of the Seceders as I can. And the, 


afier all the Pains that hath been taken to convince then, 
bey remain obſtinate and reſolute in their diviſtue Sent. 
ments and Practices, ſo as I have kitle or no Hope, that 
this, or any Eſſay of mine, ſhall convince them; yet, 
T-have called it an Eſſay for their Conviction, beau 


wobetber they will bear, or forbear, whether they wil 


read or not, confider what is ſaid, or rejett it with 
Diiſdain; yet, there are Things advanced in this Eſſay, 
which might convince any reaſonable Man, who — 
conſider them without Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion. I 
 bope, however, that —— Hall receive Information 
"thereby, o of ſome Things they knew not, or not fo di. 
Flinttly, which, I hope, I may be allowed to ſuppoſe, if 
Ina cenjefiure, concerning others, from my own Ex- 
perience; for, I muſt own, I have advanced many Things 
here, which I did not formerly advert unto; Tags 34 that 
having, in compoſing this Eſſay, confidered not only the 
Scriptures quoted, but our Standards, and Ads of Aſem- 
"bly, both Kefore and fince the Revolution, more — 
accurately, and fully, than ever I had done before, 1 
have been inſtructed in ſeveral Things concerning this Su. 
jest, aud the former and preſent State of this Church, 
wherein I was, in a conſiderable Meaſure, in the Dart. 
Aud bowſoever- the ſeceding Brethren may thint 
Nb 4 treat am Eſſay of mine, I can aſſure them, [ 
dave read accurately, aud confidered impar 
Prints, on this Subject 55 their Socaition, aud brought 
Them "to the Balances ef - the forementioned Rules of 
e, our" St; s aud Acts of Aſſembly, avi 
them -winting. - This, I hape, will appear i 
| this lg.” B there is ons "Tha I cannot 2 


SE 


tially, all their | 


vi 
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bere, That with. unbounded - Freedom they cenſure this | 
Church and its Judicatories, for ſuch -Things as may 
more juſtly be applied to themſelves, who. are * In- 
truders into other Mens Labours, and Subverters of 
our Conſtitution, and, * Effect, Promoters of many © 
Immoralities, aud Retarders of real Reformation. _ 
They charge the Church with many Things, <obich 
they have uo Manner of Hand in, but do rather cppoſe, 
4 as ſeveral alounding Vices and Vanities of the Land, 
aud fuch Things as — been impoſed on us without our 
Conſent, and which wwe cannot help: But bow would 
they take it, if all the Vices and Vanities of their oum 
People were charged on. them ? I ſuppoſe they would think 
it uncharitable. io do 4 but they flick not loudly to pro- 
claim what they conceive to be the Mote in the Eye of 
the Church, tho they take not out the Beam in their own. 
They arrogautly pretend 40. defend Reformation - Prin- 
ciples, ⁊ohich have never been denied, hut ſtill adhe- bi 
red unto by this Church, which is an unſufferable ca- 
lumnious Inſinuation, te delude their biaſſed Followers. | 
May the Lord forgive and reform them, far they 
know not what they are doing, and conſider not where. 
this their diviſive Courſe may terminate, They will not 
confider and anſiver the Queries I have put ta them in 
the Seaſonable Teſtimony, (which ſome-jadicious PH. 
ſens ſay, is becauſe they cannot ) but, I wiſh. they. 
would ſeriouſly conſider and anfwer the grave ſolemn. 
Queries, which an old expericuced Aae, of this. 
Church bas ſent ia them, ja as 10 ſatisfy bath their 
own Conſciences and the Horld;,, and I am perſuaded, 
theſe; aud other Queries, can never le anſwered in 4 
right Manner, but 2 Retractation ef their Straping. 
and returning 10 4 er Duty. | 
L my Account with harſh Treatment from. ſeue- : 
rals, OY of this additional Eſſay and Teſtimony ;- 
tu-1 deſign not to be greatly maved thereby, being can 
0s I have endeavoured Mb howſoever weakly,. 
| + 


vl _ C 
"to caſ in my Mite to flop the Current of this lamentabl: 
Breach,” "4 propofing fuch Things as might open Mens 
yes, if they would come to the Light, and confider 
them without Partiality > DO and P on. 
I know my —— uſed all Means poſfible, 
both by ſly Inſinuations, and more open Endeavours, 
to alienate the Aﬀettions of my People from me; and a 
late one in particular, by procuring John Hunter, the 
Seceders Emiſſary, to preach in my Pariſh on Sabbath 
the 28th paſt ; but 1 had the Pleaſure to notice, that 
the Congregation iwas not very obſervably thin in the 
Forenoon, and theſe who were abſent went more from 
Curioſity than other Regard ; and many of theſe, and 
ſeveral from other Parts, came to our Church in the 
Afternoon, which was obſervably throng ; ſo that ] have 
tbe Satisfattion. to notice, and the Freedom to tell the 
World on this Occafion, that hitherto the Lord hath 
helped. I am now going in the 38th Year of my Mini- 
q and tho ] have come through a Variety'of Trials, 
Tg my - Lord and Maſter, that there is not ane of 4 
Hundred in my Congregation, but who give me their 
| Countenance, m_ are kind and obliging. I have 10 
| Cauſe to complain of a thin Congregation on Lords 
Days, nor I 4 refuſed Acceſs and Countenance to 
teach and exhort from Houſe 10 Houſe. I fad my People 
generally well affected towards me in all Refpefts, I 
came to them with the full Conſent of the whole People, 
at well as Heritors and Elders, without ſo much as om 
contrary Vote, or a Non liquet 3 ſo that the'Seceders 
beve not the Leaſt Shadow of their common Pretunce, 
to come to my. Congregation,” but muſt be reckoned\ Intru- 
ders with a Witneſs, as well as at Logie, where 4 
Proteſt was entered againſt them. on that Head. U 
now, after ſo many Years, and ſo mam Trials, T have 
Neaſom to be thankful, that — of my many 
Infirmities and Weakneſſes, which I have Reaſon 10 


— wit Shame, yet 1 "JF in Favour ane, 
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my People to this Day, who are fill more aud more kind 
and ſympathizing now, when Infirmities of advanced 
Years, and frequent Warnings of Mortality have over- 


taken me, and threaten, that I muſt ſportly put off nm © 
Tabernacle, I take the more Freedom to mention theſe 


Things, that it bath, I know, been induſtriouſly ſpread = 


abroad by my. Ill-willers, that my Appearances in the 
Seaſonable Teſtimony, and * ho. ays, againſt the 


Seceders, - bath broken and diſperſed my Congregation... 


This is known not to be Fact, the Number of ſuch 
Deſerters being but very inconfiderable ; I doubt if they 
will make up Twenty of them, or thereby, which is uo 
great Number out of 4500 examinable Perſons, eſpeci- 


ally after the Pains that hath been ingduſtriouſh- taken 
to draw them afide. And tho I have a great Regard . 


for about Three or Four of theſe, whoſe Charafter and 
Converſation'is unblameable in other Refpetts, except this 


 dforderly Practice; yet a good many of the reſt are 
partly very weak and ignorant, and caſiy impoſed u. 


on, and others of them, in ſeveral Particulars, blame: \. 


able and offenſive in their Walk. I pity them all. 5 2 ; 


"ma for them, and heartily wiſh their Reformation. 
I muſt indeed ſay, it cannot but touch me very po. 
by, 10 find fuch Means uſed by the Adherents of ihe" 


Seceders, not only in my Pariſh, but in others, both far 
and near, their Correſpondents, to contrive aud endea-"* 
deur to break my Miniſtry, and alienate the Aﬀettions of © = 
m People . me. GOD forbid they ſhould prevails; 3 


but if this be my Lot, as it hath been of many worthy-* 


Men, with whom I cannot compare myſelf, I muſt. bear * © 
| that n with that Meekneſs and Patience tha} be- 6 


comes a Miniſter and Chriſtian. © One Thing I "hall" * 


ſay, How ſoon ſoever am of my People may be tempted is 


chenate their Aﬀettions from me, I hope, through Grace, © 


I. call be helped never to alienate my Afell in from, : 


them. As it bath been, through Grace, it ſhall. be my 


hearty Proyer and Daa that e 'be Ne "al N 
IVE» BUR * Gy "Hail 3 
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 profjer in all val Refponts, and il 

flat be my by heft Ambition to live a little longer, if the 

Lord will, 22 of the Fruits of my weak Ls 

urs; . when the Lord ſhall have no further Ser. 

vice for me in this World, to frmiſh my Courſe with 

Jay, and lay down my Bones where ] began my Mii. 

fr. in Hopes of a fr Refurrettion. Ard O! my 
FT have many to be my Joy and Crown at that Day. 

ay bope other Readers will pardon me for ſaying ho 
much in this Place, concerning myſelf and my Pe 


I Gall heartily wiſh, that the Spirit of the Lord ma 


e poured out from on high, on every Miniſter and Cor- 
gregatian of this Church, that we may yet be as a Field 


which the Lord hath bleſſed," that dur Breaches ma 


| be Bald, and we may be as one Stick in bis Hard. That 


the Preſence of the chief Shepherd, and Maſter of A. 
Femblies, may be with all the Fudicatories of this Chih, 

particularly the enſuing Aﬀernbly, that they muy be well 
guided to know preſent Duty, in every Caſe that may 
come before them, and particularly in that of the Seeed. 
ing Brethren. I ſhall detain the Reader no" lenge 
from the Effay itſeif, which J only beg may be real 
and conſidered impartially ; and if Az; be any Ex- 
Prefſions in it that may ſeem too harſh, I fhall only ja} 
J had no Defign to offend ; but, all Things confidered, a 
Little Plain-dealing and Freedom in expreſſmg my Con- 
cern, may well be born with, when it is confidered how 
theſe Brethren treat this C hurch, and the Mini 


2 . — our gracious GOD, through\ CHRIST, 


fully and timeouſty interpoſe to ſend forth 9 
125 Spirit N event the Ruin of this rr urch, 
3 ae Prayer - 
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N RODUC TION, 1 a ſummary. View re he 
drvifeve Conrſes of the Seceders © 
Theſe Practices condemmed, and the contrary. Simpy re. 


G . by the _ Scriptures, Our Standards and 


Ars of A A 
Ns Countenance given 2 Seceſſion in the Old Tieren 3 
Nor in the Days of Chris © e | 


Contrary to the Praftice of Cbriſt bimſelf. * 

4nd of. the hriſtian nee the New 2 
nent 5 

Contrary to al the Sorip ures that Amma Unity in 
the Lord, mutual Lie, and ſuch like Sac. Dife 
Poſitions — 


Contrary to our probes Standards, Weſtminſter "ll 


_ Confeſſion of Faith "© © 0 
Old Confeſſion of Faith + pI CE 
The Solemn League and Coins: 301 54 217 AE. 
VVV 
And the re Confeſſn of Faith | * e 5 12 
Our Larger Catechiſm e 


Condemned" by diverſe 425 of Allmbly. Sa 
The - Seceders nominatim gls with theſe. a of 

 1unwarrantable Seceffion, &c. 2 2 
O nate Contumacy of the: firft Four Kerr 18 
Their Conduf# after the Sentence was taken WE 
fur dity of | their ereBing themſelves into a —W 


2 Ws | 
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— on der- . Declaration as 2 


220 —&c, 
. . Nullity of that , be. * 
Impertinence of it big 


The Auk and Mifrepreſentation of Set in that 


pretended AF, &c. 22—24 


Gro Falſboods and Caiumnies in eight Inflances 24 5 


Groſs Partiality and undue Ce 1 of Tyuib 
lagnifying the Period from 1638 10 1650, nent 2 
ali, aud one the Blemiſhes thereof ibid. 
This 9 by many Inflances 35—43 
pnifying the Faults of the Church fince the Revoh- 


43 45 
0 Satsaleg remarkable Eltys. of the Church As the 


| \\ Revelation, io advance R ormation, and Attainments 

. _ thereof 5 Are. 

Several ly . of 2 ler a Actainment. 
5 4553 

bebe af, of the As, e. 3 

ee, e 0 it e 


Obſervations on M. James Thomſon's Seceſſion © 6 
Concerning Mr. John Hunter pretended — 6h 
| The, Gn of the Seceders reſpemively in intruding 


into diverſe Pariſhes, keeping _ Faſts,  exer- 


9 , abſo 
municate A 2 Church, and 


0000 ervations an Mr. Thomas d Naitn- 8 eue, 60 
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me Conviction ol the Seceding 
B K E T a R E N, Sc C. 


OR AS uc HAS Schiſm, Diviſion, Se. ; 
paration and. Seceſſion, from a true Church + 
of CHRIST, profeſſing and maintaining 

ſound and orthodox Standards of Doctrine, 

| _ Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government, . 

W> eſpecially, when the ſaid Schiſm, &c, is 

carried io the Height of Oppoſition,” erec. 
ting Altar pain Altar, in a ſeparate and oppoſite Juriſ- 
dition, tending. to ſubyert and overthrow the Con{titutien and 
bappy Efabliſhment. of a particular viſible Church; to break 
down its Hedges, overturn. due Order, and reduce all into 

Anarchy and Confuſion, ſupporting the ſaid Schiſin and Se- 
ceſſion, by taking up and ſpreading falſe Reports, making and 
renting injurious and calumnious Reflections, Miſrepreſentati- 
ons, falſe and groundleſs Accuſations, perverting and miſap · 
phing the Scripture, high ſwelling Words of noiſy Pretences 

o more 1 and * than others, and to ſetting up to 

. 


is. 
* ” 


da advance Reformation ; which vain Profeſſion is evidently 
4 hes by ſuch 3 Caurſe and Series. of Geiges u. 
egular Practices, as have a maniteft Tendency to marr the 
| Sauce; of the Gofpel, fap the Fovodations of true ſerious Re. 
gion, and Exercile of Godlinels 
formation, ſour Mens Spirits, foment Animofities, unchriftian 
and uncharitable Jealouſies, a Spirit of wrangling and uane- 
ceſſarꝝ Debate, induige many of the ignorant and uneaperi- 
enced. Multitude in their Pride, Vanity, Self-conceit, and ſu- 
_ percilious Contempt of others, alirnating the Hearts of mz 
ny from their own Paſtors, while the Generality of Mini 
ſters are dreſs d up, by theſe Separatifts, in the maſt black 
and odious Colours, and, upon the Matter, excommunicated 
by them; and, in Conſequence hereof, intruding into the 
Bounds of ſeyeral Pariſhes, at diſtant Places, through the 
Land, exerciſing all Parts of the Miniſterial Office in Meer 
ings in Fields and Highway-ſides, as well as Houſes, and, by 
Intimations and Invitations, encouraging and drawing Multi- 
tudes to follow them; and, at theſe Meetings, venting their 
Lies, Calumnies and injurious Reflections againſt the Church; 


and, to make the Impreſſion the more deep and permanent, 


| publiſhing theſe Calumnies in divers Prints, and, that they may 
more *eafily be received and entertained, intermixing them 
with great Profeſſions of Purity, and ſteadfaſt Adherence to 
-Reformarion-principles, but in ſuch a Strain, as if they were 
the only Perſons who did ſo; and thus pretending to give 
Teftimonies to what is not Conteſted, but owned by that 
Church which they oppoſe, as well, and to better Purpoſe, and 
in a more conſiſtent Way than by themſelves : Which Way of 
Oonduct diſcovers them to be void, or, at leaft, not in the 
- Exerciſe of that Love, Charity, Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, 

Forbearance, Moderation and Quietneſs, in doing our own 
Buſineſs, which are the Ornaments ot our Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion: ALL wnicn Crimes and Miſdemeanors are aggravated, 
by their being contrary to ſolemn Engagements at the Licence, 
Ordination, and Admiſſion of ſeceding Minifters, by-preſump 
twous Conduct, in aſſuming Fowers not belonging 10 them, and 
fo introducing unaccoun: able Innovations. in the Government 
of the Church, ſubverſive of our Conflitution, perfifting with 
Stifmeſs and Obſtinacy in theſe irregular Practices, reſuſing 
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every Handle to expoſe the Miniſtry, and induffrioufly, at 
the fame Time, coticealing titdny remarkable Advances and 
nod, if duly conſidered and compared. WHicn, and the 
LIKE Diſpoſitions and Practices, are condemned by the Holy 
$ripteres. our approven and received Standards, ind Ac 
of our AfſemBlies, as wilt appear by the following Conlide- 


' INASMUCHAS it is evident, (1.) Phat alth6" the Church 


of Oppoſition, ro magnify the "Church's Blemiſhies, graſp at 


in the Old Feſtament. did frequently backſſide- into mani- 


fold Cortuptions and Defections, fo as they are called a crooke 


ed and perverſe Generation, Deut. xxxit. 5. Provokers of 
God to Jeatouſy with ffrange Gods, Sacrificers to Devils, 
0 16. 17. Their Works, for Bitter ne ſs, like the Grapes and 
Cluſters of Sodom, v. 32. A People that had neither Eyes, 
nor Ears nor Heart to vnderffand God. Deut. xxix.- T7 

A People laden with Iniquity, corrupt Children; the See 


Wa. i. 4. 21, Gr. And not only Backfliders, but a People 
bem to bac klliding, and univerfally corrupted. Hof. xi. 3. an 


imumerable more Paſſages to this Purpoſe + Yet neithef Scrip- 


ure Precept, nor Example, gives the leaſt Countenance is 


1 Separation and Seceſſion from the Jeiſt Chureb, far leſs 
wo erecting a feparate and op He Altar and Juritcketion ion, but 


rather the contrary ; for not witbſtauding of theſe Corruprious, 


Bickſlidings and DefeRtions, tho God both threatned them and 
puniſhed them, yet he gave no Countenance to Separation 


ard Seceſhon, but continued his Dealings with them. Hof. xi, 
8. For as corrupt as Magiſtratrs. Priefts and People were in 
O Teflament Times, the Prophets did neither ere& to 
themſelves new Churches, nor build up new Altars, on which 
they may have ſeparate Sacrifices ; and had they thought they 


cnrafted any Infection by joitiing with the Church, they 


would rather have died an hundred Pimes. 


2. Schifm, Separation and Sceſſion ſrom a trite Church, - 


ho' guilty of many Backflidings, Corruptions and Defectioms, 


r contrary to the Practice of the Saltits in the Daysof Crit. 


The Scribes and Phariſees, and the CHurch iu Chriff's Days; 


ENLEER * - ez 
Church ; Inęratitude, abuſing the Church's Leiivy iid Pati- 
ence, and being thereby rather prompted to further Degrees 
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was 2 moſt „ Church. "Tae: Rulers perverted FL 
| Matth. v. 21. denied that Haired and raſh Anger was a Sin, 
v. 22. or that Heart - adulteiy was a Sin, made the Command. 
ment of no Effet by their Traditions, Math. xv. 6. Pol. 
luted the Worſhip with Superſtition and Will wor ſhip. v. 7, 

8, 9. Mark vii. 6, 7, 8. ſaid, It was nothing to ſwear by 
tbe Temple, devoured Widows Houſes, and made they 
Proſelytes Children of Damnation, Mattb. xxiii. 13.— 16. 
changed the  Priefthood contrary to the Law. Jobn Ii. 51. 

They were full of Extor tion and Exceſs. Matth. xxi. 25.— 
full of Hypocriſy and Iniquity, v. 28. Killed the Prophets, 
v. 30. Rejecters of the Meſſiah. John i. 11. Murderer of 
the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8, 9. Yet theſe who were moſt 
remarkably pious at that Time, id not only join in Commu- 
nion with that Church, but were therein approven of God, 
and had a good Character from him; as Zacharias, who, 

notwithſtanding of the Corruption of the Prieſthood, . executed 
his Office in the Temple, and had therein a angular Revelz- 
tion : And his Wife and he have a divine Teſtimony of wall 

ing in the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord 


_ Gblameleſs., CHRisT was preſented in the Temple, and the | 


uſual Sacrifices offered, after the Days of Mary's Purification 
were accompliſhed, tho the Fewiſh Church were more de- 
generated at that Time, than can be pretended as to our 
Church at this Day. Anna is commended for not departing 
from the Temple; ſhe did not ſeparate from Worſhip here, 
notwithſtanding of the great Corruptions of the Church, but 
ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers Day and Night ; and 
no doubt this was the Practice of other godly Ones. 


3. To ſeparate from a true Church of Chriſt, is contrary | 


5 to the Practice of Cbriſt bimſelf, who attended on the public 
Worſhyp, notwithſtanding of the lamentable Degeneracy and 
Corruption of the Fewiſh Church. His moſt watchtul Ene. 
mies, who graſped at every Handle againſt him, could never 
lay this to his Charge; which ſurely they would have done, 
being fo exceedingly zealous of the Law: But fo far was n 

from this, that he added his Precept to his Example; be 


ordered the Lepers to ſhew themſelves to the Prieſts, and offer | 


the Gifts which Moſes had commanded, Matth. viii. 1 2. and 


exhorted the People to hear them that ſat in Moſes Se, 


Matth. xiii, 15 2. Se. En 
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4. Tho. there were „ and Deſections in 
the ebriftian Churches. whereof we read in the New Tefta-' 
ment; yet Separation and Seceſſion is ſo tar from being re- 
commended either by Apoſtolical Frecept or Example, 
that the contrary Practice is condemned; Schiſms, Diuiſi- 
ons and contentious Diſpuies; and Unity. Love, Charity, mu- 
ma! Forbearance warmly recommended. la the Church of 
Corinth there were Schbiſms and Contentions, 1 Cor. i. 12, 
13. Envying, Strife and Diviſions, or Factions, 1 Cor. itt. 
3. Inceſt, and Inceſt tollerared, ſuch as is not named among 
the Gentiles, 1 Cor. v. 1. »GCoing to Law: with their Brethren 
for Gain before lofideis, 1 Cor. vi. Eating at the Idol's Table, 

1 Cor. viii. Drinking of the Cup, and partaking of the Table 
of Devils, 1 Cor. x. 21. Coming drunk to the Lord's Table, 
1Cor. xi. 21. Denying a fundamental Article, The Rejur- 
rection of the Dead, 1 Cor. xv. 12. The Church of the 
Galatians were in Part removed from Chritt to another s 
Goſpel, Gal. i. 6. perverting the Golpel of Chrift, v. 7. be- 
witched, fooliſh, joining Circumeifion and the Works of the 
Law with Faith, and fo fallen from Chriſt, Chriſt profinng: 
them uothing, fallen from Grace, running in vain, under the | 
Law again, and not under Chrift, Gal. v. 1,—4, 18. In 1 
the Church of the Philippians there were ſome who preach» 
ed Chriſt out of Contention, thinking to add Aﬀittion ro 
Paul's Bonds, Fhil. i. 15, 16. The Church of the Epbeſi- 
ans fell from their firſt Love, Rev. ii. 4. The Church of 
Pergamos held the Doctrine of Balaam, and of the Nico- 
laitans, Rev. ii. 14. 15. The Church of Thyatira ſuffered 
the wicked Woman Jezabel to ſeduce Chriſt s Servants; the 
Church of Sardis bad a Name to live, and yet was dead, 
Rev. iii. 1. The Church of Laodicea were lukewarm, and: 
inſenſible of their wretched State, Rev. iii. 16, 17. Let, 
notwinſt anding of theſe Corruptions and Defections, the A- 
poſtle Paul exhorts the Corinthians to Church- Communion, 
expreſſed by their gathering together, 1 Cor. v. 4. and x. 
18, 20. 21, 22. and xiv. 23, and xvi, 2. And he writes to 
that Church, and the other Churches forementioned, as true 
Churches of Chrift, and gives not the leaft Hint of Separa. 
tion and Seceſſion, as a proper Teſtimony againſt Corrup - 
lions and DefeRions, or an expedient Mean of Reformation, 
vhile a Church retained the Sa of a true Church, tho 
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the Church of Aſia were ſadly degenerated, yet Chriſt own - 


by 4 6 i 
ns ts nay Darga nd DefeRions ; 1 


ed them as true Cburcbes, and walked | in the Midft of the 
ſeven Golden Candlefticks. 
5. The ſoreſaid corrupt and pernicious Diſpoktions and 
Practices, are condemned by all theſe Scriptures, that recom- 
mend and enjoia Unity in the Lord, mutual Love, Charity, and 
the like Chriſtian Diſpoſition, and condemn the contrary Vice 
of Strife, Variance, Uncharitableneſs, Bitterneſs, Calumay, 
Se. See for theſe Purpoſes, As iv. 24. 32. The Aft. 
tude of them that believed were of one Heart and one Soul; 
and Acts xv. 25. They aſſembled with one Accord. We 
. ave exhorted, Epb. iv. 1. 4. to walk with all Lowhe- 
neſs and Meekneſs, ZLons-ſuffering, forbearing one ane 
tber in Love, endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace. See alſo d. 12, 13. The Apoftle 
Hays down a ſtrong Argument againſt Scbiſm and Diviſion, 
I Cor. xii. 12, 13. As the Body i, one, and bath many 
Members, and all the Members of that one Body, being 
many, are one Body, fo alſo is Chrift (viz. Chrift myftica 
or Chriſt and his Church) — And v. 24. God bath temper- 
ed the Body together. And v. 22. That there ſbould be no 
Scbiſm in the Body, but that the Members ſball bave the 
fame Care one for another. And this is applied to the 
Church, v. 27. Now, ye are the Body of Cbrift, and Men- 
bers in particular. And in Chap. xiii. throughout, he in- 
fits on the Grace of Charity and mutual Love in fuch a Strain, 
and ſuch ſtrong Reaſonings, as plainly diſcover that the Spi- 
nit of Schiſm and Diviſion, Separation and Seceſſion, is the very 
Reverſe of that Chriſtian Temper. How warmly does he 
recommend this Chriſtian Harmony to the Cormbians, 
1 Cor. i. 10. Now I beſeech you Brethren, by the Name of 
the Lord Feſus Cbriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Things, 
that there be no Diviſion (Gr. Schiſms) among you ; but 
that ye be preſently joined together in the ſame Mind, and 
in the ſame Judgmont. And, in the Verle following, com 
Plains of, and condemns their Contentions and their Factions, 
in following ſome of the ApotHes, and deſpiſing otbers, and 
charges chem! with being carnal on that Account. To the 
ſame Purpoſe he writes, Rom. xiv. throughout, but pariicu- 


"T_T notice, v. 19, Let us ö 
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that mate for Peace, and Things wherewith we may edify 
one another ; a clear Argument againft raſh and unchariable 
Judgment, and Obftinacy in refuſing the Means of Harmony. 


To this ſame Purpoſe he writes, Rom. xv. 1,2, 3. Fe 
then that are flirong, ought to bear the Infirmities of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves. Let every one of us 
pleaſe bis Neigbbour for bis Good to Edification. How 
does our Redeemer recommend Love as the Mark of his 
Diſciples, Fobn xiii. 35. By this ſball all Men know ye © 
are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to another. This 
doth not ſuppoſe, that all Chriſtians will have the ſame Sen- 


timents in all Points; for there never was, nor can we en- 


pect there ever vill be a Period of the Church in this World, 
wherein this perfect Harmony will obtain; yet, mutual Love 
is recommended as the Badge of Chnſt's Diſciples. And 
the Apoſtle Paul ſets before us an excellent Rule in this 
Caſe, Phil. iii. 16.——#Fbereto we baue already attain- 
ed, let us walk by the ſame Rule, and mind tbe fame 
Thing. And, in caſe of ſuch Things, as the Servants of 
Chriſt mut give their Teſtimony againſt, the Apoſtle 
Paul preſcribes another Rule to Tzmotby, of another Stamp 
than that which prevails among the Separatifts and Seceders 
of our Day, viz. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. The Servant of the 
Lord muſt not firive, but be gentle unto all Men, apt to 
teach, patient, or forbearing, in Meekneſs inſtrudting 
them that oppoſe themſelves. —— And when the Apoſtle 
Peter exhoris us io. be ready to give a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in us, he cautions the Manner of doing it with Meet 
neſs and Fear, 1 Pet. ill. 15. which is a Temper of Mind 
quite oppoſite to the Method of proud and haughty Behaviour, 
even io Superiors, caſting injurious Calumnies and Reflections 
on them, pouring out bitter Words, like Fire. brands, Are 
tows and Death, Paul recommends, That if a Man le 
overtaken- in a Fault, he ſhould be reltored in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs. Gal. vi. 1.—— Bearing one anather's Burdens, 
and ſo fulfilling the Law of Chrift. And in Phil. fi. 3. 
be exhorts, That nothing be dane through vain Glory, but. 
in Lowlinejs of Mind, that each efteem-athers better than 
bemſelves. And Fer. 14. That they, do all Things ia 
a: Murmurings. and Diſputings., And be'is.10.tar from! 
countenancing them -in- ſeparating trom th We 
1 Theſf. 


1 The. v. 12, 13. He lays, We beſeech you, © Brethrey, 


to know them that labour among you. and are over you in 


the Lord, &c. and be at Peace-among your ſelves.” The 
Danger of Diviſion is emphatically reprefented, Matib. 
xii. 15. Every Kingdom divided againft itſelf is brought 
"to Neſolation'; and every City or Houſe divided again 
itſelf ſhall not land. How firongly does the Apoſtle Fame; 
ſpeak to our Purpole, Chap. iii. throughout, but particularly 


Fier. 23. Whois a wiſe Man, and endued with Know. - 
 Tedge among you, let him ſhew out of a good Converſation 
bis Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom? v. 14. But if e 


. *bave bitter Envying and Strife in your Hearts , glory noi, 
and lie not againſt the Truth. v. 15. This Wiſdom dt. 
Seendeth not from above, but is earibly, ſenſual, devilifh, 
v. 16. For where Envy and Strife is, there- is Confuſion 
and every evil York. And Solomon tells us, Prov. xxviii, 
25. He tbat is of a proud Heart ſtirreth up Strife. And 
Prov. xxx. 12, 13. There is a Generation pure in their 
own Eyes, and yet is not waſbed from their Filthineſs, 
O how lofty are they! This ſeems to be the very Pifure 
of proud Separatifts, who overvalue themſelves, and de- 
ſpiſe others, and allow themſelves, without Controul, to ſpeak 
Evil of them contrary to the expreſs Precept, Jam iv. 11. 
Speak not Evil one of another, Breibren; for whoſo 
 Jpeaketh Evil of his Brother, and judgeth bis Brother, 

Jpeaketh Evil of the Law. And the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 
ii. 1. ZFhberefore, laying aſide all Malice, and Evil ſpeak- 


ing, &c. We have ſome remarkable Paſſages in the Pſalms | 


and Proverbs to this Purpoſe, Pſal.-xv. 1, 2. Vo ſbail 
abide in thy Tabernacle. — He who backbiterb not with bis 
Tongue, &c. nor taketh up a Reproach againſt bis Neigb- 
our. Pal. xxxiv. 14. Seek Peace and purſue it; which 
plainly condemns Obſtinacy in refuſing friendly Communing 
in order to Harmony, Pfal. lv. 12, 13, 14. It was 70 
an Enemy that reproacbed me, then could I bave born tt, 

Bur thou a Man mine Equal, &c. a Text that hints ſharply 
at ſuch Separatifts, as profeſs the ſame Principles with the 
Church from whom they ſecede, and yet ſet + themſelves in 
' Oppoſition to that Church, and do all they can to ſubvert i. 

Dial. ci. 5. in boſo privily ſlandereth bis. Neighbour, bin 
i I cut off, — much more they who do it publickly ard 
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ayowedly. P/al. cxx. 7. I am for Peace, —tbey for Far; 
but, on the contrary, Hou good and how pleaſant is it for. 
Bretbren to dwell togetber in Unity, Pal. cxxxiii. 1. Solo- 


Brethren, as hateful to the Lord, Prov. vi. 16, 19. and con- 
demns the wicked Practice of Tale-bearers, Prov. xi. 13. and 
Whiſperers,who ſeparate chief Friends. And in Prov, xiii.10, 
and xxviii. 25. traces Contention to its Spring, which is Pride: 
And in Chap. xvii. 9, 14. repreſents the Danger of Strife, and 
dehorts againſt it. The 'Beginning of Strife, is as the let» 
ting out of Water,; therefore leave off Contention before 
it be meddled with. And the Apoſtle Paul condemns all 
theſe Vices, while he expreſſeth his Fear of their Preyalen& 
among the Corinthians, 2 Cor, xii. 20. —41 fear, -—left 
there be among you Debates, Envyings, Wrath, Striſes, 
Backbitings, Whiſperings, Swellings, Tumults. — To 
conclude this Head, conſider Heb. x. 24, 25. Let Us con- 
fider one another, to provock one another to Love and good 
Works, not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves togetber, 
as the Manner of ſome is, but exborting one another. By 
which Scriptures of Old and New Teftament, the foremen- 
tioned Vices, corrupt Diſpoſitions and Practices are condemt> 
ed, and the contrary gracious Diſpoſitions and religious Con- 
900 du recommended. Butt N Pak 
6. The foreſaid Crimes are condemned by our approven 
Standards and As of our General Aſſemblies. = 
And foraſmuchas nothing is more ordinary than for theſe, 
who, under a-Pretence of greater Purity, do really make 
Schiſm, Separation and Seceſſion from a true Church of 
Cbriſt, to charge the Church, from whom they ſeparate, with 


jeb- dhe Guilt of Schiſm : Our Standard have laid down Rules, 
ich by which we may be directed, how, and on whom to fix that 
ing WI Guilt, which is neceſſary to be conſidered in the firſt Place. 
not For which Purpoſe, conſider the Acknowledgement that is 


1 it, nade of the Defections of the Church, which yet are conſi · 

ply tent with its being a true Church, and then, the Notes and 

the WI Marks of a tive Church. As to the firft of theſe, It is af- 

; in WF Eried in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, Chap- 25. 84. 

rt it. WH © That particular Churches, which are Members of the Ca- 
* tholick Church, are more or leſs pure, according 'as the 

d Doctrine of the Goſpel is taught and embraced, 2 
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mon repreſents the contrary Temper, of ſowing Diſcord among | 


7” 10 as 
« 2Jminiftred, and publick Worſhip performed more or le 
4 purely in them.” And 8 3. That the pureſt Churches 
under Heaven, are ſubje both to Mixture and Error. 
From whence tis plain, our Church owns that there are De. 
grees of Purity, and that a Church may be a true Church, tho 
ſubject unto, and actually tainted with a good deal of Mixture 


too far, ſo as no Mixture and Error whatſomever could war- 
rant a Seceſſion from a Church, this is ſufficiently provided 
_ agalaſt i in what follows, $ 5.—-*© Some have ſo degenera- 
* ted, as to become no Churches of Chriſt, but Synagogues 
t of Satan: Which is the Caſe of the Church of Rome, and 
« warrants our Seceſſion from it. But then; to fix this 
Point more clearly, dur Church have agreed upon the Notes 
of a true Church, in the Old Confeſſion of Faith, authorized 
both by divers Als of lawful General Aſſemblies, and of 
Parliament. 
ARTICLE 4Ath and 18. * The Nates of the true 
« Church, we believe, een and avow to be, (i.) The true 
& preaching of the Word of God, wherein God hath revealed 
&« himſelf to us, as the Writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
« do declare. (2.) The right Adminiſtration of the Sacra. 
« ments of Chriſt Jelus, which muſt be annexed unto the Pro- 
" miſe of God, to ſeal and confirm the ſame in our Hearts. (;.) 
« Eccleſiaftical Diſcipline uprightly miniſtred as God's Word 
4 preſcribeth.” And it is evident; the Church of Scotland 
as ſuch, is at this Day poſſeſſed of theſe Marks, howſoever 
defeRive ſome particular Perſons may be as to any of them, 
feeing this Church hath, owns, profeſſeth and maintaineth or- 
thodox and ſound Standards of Doctrine, Diſcipline, Wor- 
ſhip and Government. In Conſequence whereof, theſe who 
make a Seceſſion from this Church, howſoever they may pre- 
tend more Purity ; nay, tho it ſhould be granted, for ſtrength- 
ning the Argument, that as to their perſonal Character and 
© Sentiments, they were more pure than many others; yet in 
that Deed of ſeceding from the Church of Scotland, poſſeſt 


of the allowed Notes of a true Church, they are chargeable 


with the Crime of Schiſm, according to the Sentiments of our 
Church, in the above Paſſages compared. And this being fix- 


ed, this Crime of Schiſm is expreſly condemned in the So- 
lemn Lee . and Covenant, and 3 in the of 


and Error: Eut then, leſt this Conceſſion ſhould be extended 
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Conjunction, but to ſuppreſs any dangerous and dix ive 
Motion. And it may be conſidered alſo, that a Scbiſin 
carried to the Height of erecting 2 Jeparate Presbyterian 
Church, within a Presbyterian Church. is ſuch an Innovation. 


25 may well be included in the Clauſe of our National Cove- 
nant, againſt introducing or practiſing Novation. Fur - 


ther, in the Directory for publick Worſhip, agreed upon by 
the Aſſembly of Divines, we are directed tio pray againſt - 
Schiſm.— In the Directory for Cburch-Government, &c. 
agreed on by the Aſſembly of Divines at Peſtminfter, 
en the Head of particular Congregations, afier an Enu | 
meration of ſeveral Sins and Defectioas, we have the follow: 


ing Words. Communion and Memberſhip in Congre- 


« gations thus conſtituted, notwithſtanding the forementioned 


« Defects, is not unlawful ; and to refuſe and renounce Mem- 


i berſhip and Churchcommunion, and to ſeparate from 
« Church-communian with Congregations thus conftituted, as . 
« unlawful to be Joined with, in regard of their e ee 
« is not Warranted by the Word of God; Separation from a 
Church thus conſtituted, where the Government is lawful, 
© upon an Opinion that it is unlawful; and that therefore all 
© the Godly are alſo bound to ſeparate from all ſuch Churches 
* ſo conſtitute and governed, and to join themſelves to anQs/ 
« ther Church, of another Conſtiiution and Government, is 
© not warranted by the Word of God, but contrary to it. . 
Nor is ir lawful for any Member of a Parochial Congress 
1 i ton, if the Ordinances be there adminiſtred i in Purity, to 
go and ſeek them elſe where, drdinarily. In that ſame 
Directory, on the Head of the Order of proceeding 10 Ex- 
communication, among other Things, an which that Sentence 


hould proceed, we have theſe Words. And ſuch Prac- 
" tices, as in their own Nature maniſeſliy ſubvert that Or- 


* der, Unity and Peace, which Chriſt bath eſtabliſhed in his 
Church. Further, our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 20. 
of Chriftian Liberty, 5 4. conde ins ſome of the — 
ned Practices of the Scbiſmatickr, in theſe Words, They 

* who, upon Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſpall oppoſe any - 


af « haful Power, or the lawful Exerciſe of it, whether Civil 


Lor Ecclefiaſtical, renn the Ordinance of God; — for 


Bu. ſheit 


Go 1 wherein we are engaged, dot to ufer our- Ts 
ſelyes to be divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed and loyal 


7 


i 
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«. of ſuch Fractices, as either in their own Nature, or (N. 3) 
« in the Manner of publiſhing and maintaining them, are de. 


4 ſtructive to the external Peace and Order which Chrift hath 
<<, eftabliſhed in the Church; they may lawfully be called toAc- 
©, count, and proceeded againſt by the Cenſures of the Church, 


<<. and by the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate. And Conjeffion, 


Chap. 21. on religious Worſhip, 8 6. condemns the Prac- 
tice of -Sebiſmaticks, in lawleſs neglecting and forſaking pub- 
lick Aſſemblies for Worſhip ;—— a Practice, which obtains 
among 2 great maũy of the Followers of the Schiſmatick 
Teachers, who, when they cannot have Acceſs to hear them, 
tor ſaxe all other publick worſhipping Aſſemblies. ' And to the 


ſame Purpoſe, Chap: 26. of Communion of Saints, $2. it is 


aſſerted, That Saints, by Profeſſion, -are bound to maintain 
an holy Fellowſhip and Communion in the Worſhip of 
« God, WCG by ibe 
Separatiſts. 


And, FORASMUCHAS, ſeveral other corrupt Diſpoſ. 


tions. and Praftices, wherewith Separatiſt i may be charged, 
are mentioned in the foreſaid Enumeration. in the Beginning 
of this Eſſay; theſe are condemned ina our Larger Cate- 


cbiſm, and the contrary Virtues recommended : As particu- 
larly, in the Sins forbidden in the firſt Commandment, are + 


mentioned, Self. love, Self ſeeking, —— yain Credulity, — 
Pride, Preſumption, —corrupt, blind and indiſcreet Zeal.— 


In the Sins forbidden in the third Command, are mentioned 


violating lawful Vows, —vain Janglings, — making Profef 
fion of Religion in Hypocriſy, or for ſiniſter Ends. —la 
the Queſtion in the fifth Command, concerning the Honour 
Inferiors owe to their Superiors, are mentioned, —Reverence 
in Heart, Word and Behaviour, —Obedience to their Jaw- 
ful Commands and Counſels, due Submiſſion to their Cor- 


rettions, Fidelity to, Defence and Maintainance of their Per- 


ſons and Authorities ,— bearing with their Iafirmities, cover- 
ing them in Love. And, in the Queſtion concerning the Sins 
of Interiors againſt their Superiors, are mentioned, Con- 
tempt of, and Rebelion againſt their lawful Counſels, 


Commands and Corrections. and ſuch refractory Behav. 


our, as proves a Shame unto tbem, and to their Government. 


I the Queſtion * the Duties \ required ig the. fb, 
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Command, axe. mentioned Charitable Thoughts, Love, Com- 


paſſion, Mee kneſs, Gentleneſs. Kindneſs, peaceable, ts” 


courteous. Speeches and Behaviour, Readineſs/to be regoncils 
ed. la the Queſtion concerning the Duiies required i in the 
nintb Command, are mentioned. A charitable. Eſieem of 


our Neighbours, loving. deliripg, and rejoiciog in their good, 


Names, forrowing for, and covering of their Infirmities, free - 


ly :cknowledging of their Gifts and Graces, defending their 


nnocency, a ready, receiving of a good Report, and Unwil- 
ingneſs co admit of an evil Report concerning them. dif; 
couraging Talebearers, Flauterers and Slanderers.— In the 
Queſtion concerning the Sins forbidden in the ninth Com · 
mand, are mentioned. -all prejudicing tbe, 'Truth, and the» 
zood Name of our Neighbour, as well as our own, out- 
faceing and overbearing the Truth, — calling Evil Good, and 
Good Evil; concealing the Truth, —— ſpeaking. the, 
Truth unſeaſonably, or. maliciouſly io a wrong End, or per- 
rerting it to a wrong Meaning; —— ſpeaking Uorcuth,, lying, 


landeriog, backbiting. detraRtiog, tale-bearivg, whiſpering— : 


reviling, raſh, harſh and partial cenſuring, miſcconftruing In · 
tentions, Words and Actions, flauering, vain-glorious. boaſts, 


ing, ſpeaking or thinking 100 highly, or too meanly of our. 


ſelves or others: Denying the Gifts and Graces of God, 
2goravating ſmaller, Faults, hiding, excuſing or extenuating, 
Sins, when called to a free Confeſſion ; . unneceſſary diſcover · 
ing of Infirmities, railing, falſe. Rumors, receiving and coun - 


tenancing Evil Reports, and ſtopping our Ears againſt juſt De- 
fence, evil Suſpicion, envying or grieving; at the. deſerved 


Credit of any, 'endeavorriag or deſiring to impair, it; res: 
joicing in their Diſgrace and Infamy, ſcoroful Contempt, tond 


Things as procure an ill Name., 
Thus the forementioned Crimes are condemned by our 


"4 


kmbly, as particularly. theſe following. Aſſem. 1641. 


Admiration, Breach of law ſul Promiſes, neglecting. ſuch... 
Things as are of good Report, and practiſing or not avoids, . 
ing ourſelves, or not hiodering what we can in others, luck, 


proven Standards; AND ficklike, ſome of the chief of mem, : 
particularly... Schiſm, Separation and Seceſſion ſrom a. true. 
Church of Chrift, ſtands condemned by. dives Acts of Ab. 


. 10. Where, Schiſm,—and negle& of publick Means,” 
Te .reckpag among. her FROGS: that 3 are io the e | 
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charge Miniſters and Members of this Kirk, to eſchew all 
Meetings, which are apt to breed Schiſm and Neglect of Du- 
ties. Sc. Of Affinity with this, is the Act, Aſſem. 1642. 
Seſſ. 13. againſt ſlandering of Minifters (which is the com- 
mon Praftice of Schiimaticks) Aſſem. 1643. Seſſ. 7. 


—= There is an AQ, appoirting Miniſters to try and ſearch for 


Books tending to Separation, and a Recommendation to the 
Civil Magiſtrate to concur therein. Aſſem. 1645. Seſſ. 14. 
In the Overtures for Uniformity, in ſome Points of publick 
Worſhip, S 11. it is enacted, ** That the Miniſter, who 
comes to aſſiſt at the Communion, take care to provide 
* his own Pariſh; and $ 12. That none coming from ano- 
ther Pariſh, ſhall be admitted, without a Teſtimonial from 
their own Mimſter; So far were they from the Schiſma- 
tical Practice of our Day, on theſe Occaſions. Aſſem. 1647, 
Sefſ. 19.— There is an Act againſt ſuch as withdraw them- 
ſelves from the publick Worſhip in their own Congregations. 
%% Wherein the Aſſembly, in the Zeal of God, for preſerving 


* Order, Unity and Peace in the Kirk; for maintaining the | 


% Reſpet due to the Ordinances and Miniſters of Jeſus 


„ Chriſt; for preventing Schiſm, noiſome Error, and all un- 


« lawful Practices, which may follow on the People's with 


„ drawing themſelves from their own Congregations ; do 


« charge Minifters to be diligent in fulfilling their Mini- 
«© ftry, and ordains every Member in every Congrega- 


tion to keep their own Pariſh-church, to communicate 


* there, in the Word and Sacraments ; and, if any Perſon 
«or Perſons, ſhall hereafter uſually abſent themſelves from 
«their own Congregation, except in urgent Cafes, made 
„known to, and approven by the Presbytery, the Miniſters 
of theſe Congregations whereto they reſort, ſhall, both in 
« publick by preaching, and, in private Admonition, ſhow 
« their Diſlike of withdrawing from their own Miniſter ; 
«© That, in fo doing, they may witneſs to all that hear them, 
& their due Care to ftrengthen the Hands of their Fellow- 
& Labourers in the Work of the Lord, and their Deteſtation 
1% of any Thing that may tend to Separation, or any of the 
. above · mentioned Evils. Hereby their own Flock will be 
* confirmed in their Stedfaſtneſs, and the unſtable Spirits of 
© Others be rectiſied. Likeas, the Minifters of the 13 
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ec ration. from which they 325 withdraw, ſhall labour. ft, 
« dy private Admonition, to reclaim them ; and, if any, 

« after private Admonition given by their own Paſtor, do 
© not amend, in that Caſe, the Paſtor ſhall delete the foreſaid 


« the Matter be not taken Order with there, it is to be 
brought to the Presbytery, CC. - Aſem. 1704. Act 18. 
againft Schiſm and Diſorders, wherein, the Aſſembly tak- 
ing into their Conſideration, © That notwithſtanding this 
Church doth adhere to her former Doctrine, Worſhip, 
« Diſcipline and Government; yet, ſome, under a Pretext 
© of Zeal, do ſeparate and withdraw from Communion with 


* ſure ſuch Perſons who do, within their Boun-is, carry on 


„Means for reclaiming miſled People, and for the prevent- 
« ing the Growth of Schiſm. — ſem. 1707. At 12.58. 
« The Commiſſion are appointed to take ſpecial Care to 


« eſpecially among the Miniſters thereof, and to gain ſuch as 
« ſeparate therefrom, and to ſuppreſs Error and Schiſm in 
„this Church, and proſecute the Authors and Spreaders 

of Books and Pamphlets tending thereto.” And the 
fme Inſtrugion is renewed to the Commiſſion appointed 
by divers other Aſſemblies; and particularly fem. 1711. 
Act g. S 11. Where, to the. Words above-mentioned 


SOBRE. TTT 


powers their Commiſſion to receive any Delations or Re- 


* tories of this Church, in Matters of Schiſin and Diſorder ; 
d not only to aſſiſt Judicatories by their Advice in ſuch 
* Caſes, but alſo to paſs Sentence, and finally to determine 
" therein as they ſhall ſee Cauſe.” — Lſſem. 1711, Act 10. 
lu the Queſtion put to Probationers, Queſt. 6th, they are le- 
Uured to promiſe to follow no diviſive Courſe-from the pre- 
ent Eſtabliſhment of this Church. —And in the Queſtions put 


o promiſe to ſubmit willingly and humbly, in the Spirit of 


« Perſons to the Seſſion, who ſhall cite, and cenſure them 
4 25s Contemners of the comely Order of the Kirk; and, if 


* her, do therefore injoin all Presbyteries and Synods, to cen - 


4 diviſive Courſes, and that they vigorouſly uſe all ſuitable 


keep and maintain Unity in the Church upon all Emergents, 


1 added, * That the Aſſembly renews the firſt Paragraph of 
the 18th Act of Aſſem. 1706. wherein the -4ſſembly im- 


ferences that ſhall be made to them by the reſpective Judica - 


- 


to Miniſters at their Ordination, Queſt. 5- they are required 
Meekneſs, unto the DN of the Brethren of the Preſ- 


* WES * e ; 
"bytery, and be ſubject to them, and all other Presbyteries 
and Superior-Judicatories of this Church, where God in tis 
Providence ſhall caſt their Lot; and that, according to their 
Tower, they ſhall maintain the Unicy and Peace of this 
Church againſt Error and Schiſm, notwithſtanding of vhm - 
ever Trouble or Perſecution may ariſe, and that they ſhall 
follow no diviſive Courſes from the preſent eftabliſhed 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of this 
"Church. In the Aff. 1713. Act 6. for maintaining the U. 
nity and Peace of this Church, among a great many other im. 
portant Clauſes, Miniſters and People are ſeriouſly obieſted 
and charged to abſtain from all divifive Courſes, and Mini- 
ſters particularly, to ſtrengthen one another's Hands, and to 
_ uſe all prodent and gaining Methods, to keep the People in 
due SubjeRion and Love to their own Paſtors; That they 
do not encourage their withdrawing from them, as the ſaid 
Act, containing many other Clauſes to the ſame Purpoſe, in 
ſelf more fully bears. And this Act is again renewed with 
additional Clauſes, A. 1714. Act 8. and again therein par- 
ticuiarly Miniſters are obteſted to take no diſtinguiſhing 
Courſes, on Occaſion of celebratiog the Lord's Supper ; and 
'a Committee is appointed to commune with ſome Miniſters, 


| Who were faid to have ſeparated from Synods and Preite. 


Ties, baptized and married irregularly, and admitted Perſons 
io the Lord's Supper without Certificates from their own Mi- 
niſters, and to have gone out of their own Pariſhes, and 
preached and baptized without the Appointment of any Judi- 
* Catory, and that, both in vacant and planted Congregations ; 
which Practices are declared diſorderly, and contrary to the 
great and neceſſary Duties enjoined in the foreſaid AR, and 


portending much Danger to this Church: And the Alembly 
'-  Impower the Committee to call ſuch Brethren before them, 


and report their Diligence to the Commiſſion, who are in 
ſtructed finally to determine therein. —Aad the ſaid Aci. 
A. 1713 and 1714, are renewed and confirmed in Aſſem. 
1715, Ad Gib, for preventing Diviſion in the Church: 
And therein particularly it is ſaid, ** The General Aſembly 
1 further conſidering, that the diftinguiſhing Courſe taken by 
% Miniſters in the Choice of their Aſſiſtants, at the Celebration 
..< of rhe holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which ought 
6 to be the Bond of Unity and Lore among Chriſtians, does 
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« this Church, carefully to guard againft this, as they would 
s not be found to lay aStumbling · block before the People.” 
Tbere are divers other Clauſes and Paragraphs in ſeyeral 
Act, of Aſſembly, in Inſtructiont io their Commmiſſionr, ang 
in their Anſwers to ſeyeral of the Letters of our Sovereigns, 
to the ſame Purpoſe ;\ but theſe, here quoted, are ſufficiem 
9 declare the Sentiments and Sentences of this Church, 


rive and diforderly Courſes and Practices of Minifters and 
Members of this Church: And many of the other Crimes 
nd Miſdemeanors mentioned above, are taken notice of it 
divers Acts for F aſts, and againſt Profaneſes, which need 1 

be here repeated. 

Upon the whole, The haill above-mentioned G are 
ſufficrently condemned by the Holy Scriptures, our approven 
Standards and Acts of our General Aſſemblies, and par- 
ticularly by theſe above: mentioned, which I thought fit to lay 
2 x Foundation of the Logs e againſt the 85. | 
ceding Brethren. | 

NEVERTHELESS, The following Perſons, Who have 


ſeceded from the Communion of the Church of Scotland, = 


iz. Mr. Ebenezer Errkine Miniſter of the Goſpel at Fir- 
ling, Mr. William Wilſon at Perth, Mr. Alexander Mon 
crie at Abernetby, Mr. James Fiſber at Kinctaven, Mr. 
Ralph Er tine at Dunfermline, Mr. Fhomas Mair at 
Ormall, Mr. Thomas ' Nairn at Abbotſball, and Mr. 
James Thomſon at Burntiſtand, and Mr. Jobn Hunter 
pretended Preacher ; ARE guilty of tranſgreſſiag the foreſaid 
Rules, reſpeRively, Acording io the Particulars” follow- 
ug. 


ws 


INASMUCHAS ihe fiid Minifters bave fockied from this 
Church, without any juſtifiable Grounds, and ate continuing 
in their unwarrantable Seceſſion, 1 Ae, of their 
own ſolemn Engagements to the contrary at their rdinatiqn 
nd Admiſſion, and, in a preſumptuaous Manner, aſſuming 
fuck Powers, and exerciſing ſuch pretend Acts of Juriſditi« 5 
on, and following ſuch'diviſive bd diforderly Practices, and 


all the Paris of their Miniſtry in ſuch Manner, - | 


1 and 


9 
in former and later Times, concerning Schiſms; Big 1 


7 Heads following. 


18 

and Times and 8 as INE 1 
- all3 to Anarchy and Confuſion, - weaken the Hands of MI. 
in the Lord's Work, alienate the Affections of iber 
Hoe from ibem. expoſe Religion to the Contempt, of the 
Wicked, harden Men in Infidelny, and, it not mercifully 
prevented, ſubvert our happy Cooftiwtion : All which ir irregu- 
ar Com Conduct is aggravated from the Conſideration: of their high 
© ences to Reformation, which yet are fo far from being 
juſt, that nothing tends more to ſtand in the Way ibereot, 
than ſuch. an abſurd. unaccountable, ſinful and * 
nduſt. And this will arent more fully by the 
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See. I. When Meſſrs. Ebenezer En- FLY 12 en, | 
Alexander Moncrief, James | Fiſber,, who firſt. made Se- 


lion from the Communinion of this Church, bad, in Con- 
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tempt and Diſobedience of Admonitions of the Judicatories of 
this Church, obliged them, in the regular Courſe of Diſcipline, 
to proceed gradually to higher Cenſures, which they likewiſe 
audaciouſly contemned, by continuing to exerciſe t their Mi- 
niſtry, not only in their own Congregations, but in diverſe 
Farts of this Church; and when, notwithſtanding thereof, 
the General Aſembly 1734 exerciſed ſo much Lenity to- 
wards them, as to open a Door for their Return to the + 
Communion, of this Church, by impowering the Synod of 
Perth aud Siirling, to take off theſe Sentences, on proper 
plication,. which accordingly that Synod did; they were 
o far trom regarding this amicable Procedure, chat they be | 
came rather the more obſtinate in their diviſive Spirit and 
Conduct, and preſumptuouſly ſet themſelves to cenſure and 
quarrel the Deed of the Aſſembly and Synod, and perſiſted 
in their i: regular Exerciſe of Preaching, , Bapiizing, and other 

erial Duties, in a diſorderly and diviſive Manner, in 
diverſe Congregations and diſtant Places, intruding into other 
Mens. Labours, and endeavouring, o alienate the Affections of 
their People from them. 

* Set. II. The foreſaid Four Miniſters,” who firſt made the 
Seceſſion from this Church, are chargeable with ſundry, Deeds, 
aher the Synod taking off the Sentences that had paſt 
Againſt 5 which diſcover their Obſtinacy in their unwar - 
rantable . * their W LY, to widen 8 1 
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they had made in x this Church, Pa 


xs will appear Ie the folloy- 
1. Mr. Ebenezer Errkine his refoling to accept of the 


Moderator's Chair of the Presbytery of Stirling, when choſen | 


thereto ; immediately after he, with others, was reponed, 


tho a Deputation of their Number. was ſent to e him 5 


_ of his faid Election, and intreat his Acceptante. 
2. Tho' ſeveral Steps were taken by the Brethren of the 
 Presbytery of Perth, with Meſſrs. Wilſon and M 


and by the Bretbren of the Presbytery of Dunkeld with 
Mr. Fiſher, to engage them to return to the Judicatories of 


this Church, yet none of them ever returned to fit in an) 
Church-Judicatory, ſince the Act of the Synod reponing them? 


tho” ſtill called in the Rolls; which doth clearly inftruct their , 


perfiſting obſtinarely i in their Seceſſion. 


z. Their inveighing againft the Act of Aﬀembly 1734, 


impowering the Synod of Perth and Stirling to take off the 
Sentence paſt againft them ; and the ſaid Synod's doing ſo 


accordingly,” evident by a Letter from Mr. Ebenezer Erf- + 


line to the Presbytery of Stirling, and by the Introduction to 
their pretended Act and Teftimony, Page Gth and 7th. _ 


4. Their refuſing to aſſiſt Brethren at Sacraments, when 


invited, without any other Reaſon, but their Breach of Com- 


munion with this Church, and imploying ſuch Minifters only, 
as have made a Seceſſion from this Church, or whom they 


. conceived to incline that Way, on the like Occaſions; and 


particularly Meſſrs. Erꝶine and Moncrief's known Conduct at 


the Sacrament of Torpbic be n, in refuſing either to ſerve Tables 
or communicate, becauſe ſome were imployed whom they could 


not join with, and haranguing the People in Tents with vi- 


rulent Reflections. Alſo Mr. Ebenezer Erskine's late Ma- 


nagement at the Celebration of the Sacrament at Stirling. 
| both as to Invitation of Minifters and Admiſſion of Com- 


municants, and the Advertiſement, which obliged Five Elders 


of the Seſſion there 10 diſſent. Theſe, and ſuch like Steps, 


ſhow how they have endeavoured to widen the Breach, ſince 


"the Act of Synod taking off at Sentences paſt againſt them. 


But, | 
Sect. III. The moſt reader Inſtance of their ſcbiſmati- 


cal, divifive, and irregular Conduct is, That albeit their pa- [| 
Fockial Charges are * and * conſiderable Di- 
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aſſociating and erecting themſelves into a Presbytery,. and 
exerciſing a judicial Power, not only over their own Con- 


gregations, but alſo over the whole Church; a Power to 


which never any Presbytery, duly conſtitute in this Church, 
could, or did lay Claim; and which is as abſurd and unwar. 
rantable, as it would be, if one particular Miniſter, in every 
| Chriſtian Church through the World, would aſlociate toye. 
ther, and ere themſelves into an Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory 


and aſſume to themſelves the Government of the whole Che. 


ian World, under Pretence of the Corruptions and Back- 
flidings of the Churches, majus & minus nan variant pe. 
ciem; it is no leſs abſurd” and unwarrantable in its Degree, 
for Minifters, i in diftant Places, Presbyteries and Synods, 
to aſſociate in a judicative Capacity, and ered a ſeparate Ju- 
riſdiction in the Boſom of this conſtitute Chriſtian Church, 


which Scriptures, tho warranting a regular and lawful AC 
ſociation of Miniſters for Diſcipline and Government, yet 
can never authorize ſuch a diſorderly and abſurd Combina- 


. tion, to carry on a divifive Courſe, and ſubvert. a duly con- 


Nitute Church of Chriſt, and promote a Spirit of Diviſion 


among thoſe who are ſo weak, as to be deluded by their 


high. ſwelling Words of vain Pretences to more Purity and 
Strictneſs than others. 

Sed. IV. In Conſequence of ereRing themſelves in a pre- 
tended Presbytery, their framing and publiſhing to the World 
a printed Paper, called their Act, Declaration and Teſtime- 
Ny, wherein they have pretended, not only to aſſign the 
Grounds of their unreaſonable and irregular ConduR, but allo, 
with the Air of a paramount Power and Authority, to con- 
dema this Church, and the Judicatories thereof, for their Pro- 
ceedings, and to caft many groundleſs and calumnious Reflec- 
tions upon them. | 
And becauſe this Paper i is the grand Inftrument and Star- 
dard, whereby they conform themſelyes and their Followers, 
in their iriegular and diviſive Courſes, we ſhall obſerve ſome 
Things concerning it, which, if duly conſidered, may weaken 


us Credit, and ſhew how no Regard ought to be had to it, uz. 


its INVALIDITY and N LAST DAFERTINENCE; * 


yh SING 8 1 yet they have aſſumed a ra 


And they lamentably miſinterpret and abuſe the Scriptures, | 
which they pretend warrants them in this irregular Practice; 
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CALUMNT; | GROSS. PARTIALIFTE, and undue ConCEatr 
MENT Of TRUTH; UNCHARITABLENESS, PRESUMPPU- 
ous VANITY, and PERNICIous FEN DE Nec. ä 

1. The IxvALInrri of the ſaid Paper as an ACT; non . 
dent, being the Deed of an uſurped Combination, without 
| wy due Warrant. Whatever Iatermixture of Truths there 
may be therein mentioned, they have u Weight, nor can they 
„de admuted as an autboritamue Deed, the ſaid pretended 
a Preſbytery having no Juriſdiction in this Church, which is by 
. no Means ſubje& to them, and ſo their pretended Alt is a 
. nere Nullity as ſuch, having #6 Validuy and Authority. And 
this is ſo much the more evident, that the ſaid Breihren extend . 
their Power beyond the Limits that ever any Presbytery,how. 
fever otherwiſe regularly conſtitute, did pretend. Among other 
Reaſons of the Nullity of the pretended 4/embly u Lin- 
lithgowr, 1606, this was one, that the Pregbytertes limited | 
the Miniſters ſent to that Meeting, to reſolve or conclude no 
Matter competent to a free General Aſſembly : And fe 
theſe Reverend Brethren, tho“ they-call themſelves only a = : 
bytery, yet they aſſume the Power of an Aſſembly. nay a 
Power above it; and jo there is ſueh an Error in their very 
Conſtituion, that tho' their Acts were in every Reſpect right, 
(is they are not) this renders their Deeds, as ſuch, of ne Va- 
lidity and Authority, and their pretended Presbytery a Nulli. 
which every true Presbyterian, who is not willully 4 ignorant, 
will ſee. + 

2. The ſaid Paper i is chargeable. with ImrERXTINENCE, 
in advancing Things tending to #20- good Purpoſe; ſuch as, 
making a great Noiſe and Flouriſh of giving Teſtimony to that 
which is zo way conteſted, viz. to the Doctrine, H/orſhip, 
Diſcipline, and Government of this Church, which are ot 
dem d, much leſs renounced by its Members, And their 
making ſuch a Noiſe of giving their Teſtimony, and as 2 ju- 
dicial Deed too, unto theſe uncontefted Things, appears io 
be, not only an Impertinence, but a malicious and uncha- 
ritable Inſinuation of our Church going off from the funda- 
mental Prineiples of our Conſtiution; than which nothing 
cin be more falſe and calumoiovs, the Church of Scotland 
ſtill adhering.to our Confeſſion of Faith and Gatechiſms, $0 
our antient Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government, all when 
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the World, © to what — is their Teflimony in this Man- 
ner to theſe Things? It can be of no Uſe to the Church of 
Scotland, which is no way under their Juriſdiction, and hach 
better Foundations for theſe Things than their preſumptuous 
and impertinem Teſtimony ; nor can it convince Enemies, 
but rather confirm them in their Oppoſition, and ſo ſerves on- 
to perplex the Minds of the Weak and Simple, and mar 
their Edification by their own Minifterss Under this Head 
of Impertinence, may likewiſe be clafſed their reviving the 
| Controverſies concerning the indulgence, Toleration and 
Publick Reſolutioners and Protefters, which were the Sub 
jects of much Difturbance to this Church, and ought to be 
buried in Silence, as theſe concerned in both Sides of theſe 
Controverſies did*themſelves think when their Eyes were 
opened, to ſee the undue Heights to which Things were car- 
| riedin theſe Times. Under this Head likewiſe may be claſſed 
tte long Harangues of Reaſonings concerning Profeſſor Sim- 
ſon and Profeſſor Campbell, becauſe, however theſe Reaſon- 
ins might have been proper in a Treatiſe or Eſſay of Confu- 
tation of the Errors advanced by theſe Profeſſors, yet they 
are noways te good Purpoſe in a Faper pretending to be an 
AR and Teftimony : But ſo much the more blameable is this 
Paper on theſe Heads, that the Conduct of the Church there · 
in is lamentably miſrepreſented, and Falſchoods aſcribed there- 
- unto ; but theſe will fall under another Head. Their lame and 
imperfest Scrapes of Church-Hifſtory, tho“ mentioning ſeve- c 
ral unconteſted Truths, yet are to no good Purpoſe, as they ( 
ſtand and are brought in, in their pretended Act ind Teſi. y 
Pr 
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mony, wherein they give their Narrative ſuch a Turn, as 
tends to miſlead unwary Readers, from whom, at the ſame on 
Time, they induftriouſly conceal Truths, which would ſet 7 
Matters in a true and clear Light; nor need ſucceeding Gene- 
"rations to have tbeſe Trutbsconveyed to them by ſuch a lame 7 
« Teftimony, which hath no Authority, they being preſerved by . 
more compleat Hiftories, and more authentick Documents, 
to much better Purpoſe, 

3. The above Paper is chargeable with Awvin and Mis u. 
"REPRESENTATION of SCRIPTURE, particularly, Ix $0 FAR 
As they advance Scriptures, as the Ground of conftituing 

0 pn in a PAESBYTERT, which will by no Mean ver 
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lere am I in tbe Midft of them ; as if every Pretence to ac: _ 

ud do in Chrift's Name, and to mention his Name, would 

varant Men io do what is contrary to his Will, and to expect 

bs Bleſſing... T gather together in brit Name, is 10 d 

by tis Autboritj and Marrant, and not 10 make vain. Mene, © 

don Are 90 ff 10 make it a Coyert 10 their own Conceits, 
no 
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lich have go Foundation in his Word: And unleſs they ca - 
2 + 6 * 4 4 * * * # & © Ol 4 7 * *. e i 44 5 2 4 * 7 1 : * 12 ; ; | 


2 * 
* = 
— 


8 0 , 2 4 * 4 L F 8 
Dr PW oy ry 4 _ * * 1 5 - 


5 - , : 


— 


„ 
2 : } 
3 1 


— 1 and broakitis wah all * 
tories of bis Appointment; for ſeceding from a true conffiure 
Church of Chrift, for erefting Altar againſt Altar, for ſetting 
an extenſive ſeparate Juriſdi tion, -for excommunicating, 
the Matter, the whole © Jin, eee 
" in Scotland; nay, for making and conſtituting themſelves as 
the only Judicatory therein, that hath true EccleGaftical Autho. 
ry; © nay further, on the Matter, renouncing Communion 
win the Ibole Chriſtian Church, there being none with whom 
they kan join, in 2 Conſiſtence with their Principles, while they 
reje "the: Church of s Scotland; and unleſs they can plead 
Criss Abthority and Warrant for thefe Things, they do but 
lamentabiy abuſe that forecited Text, by a pre mptuour gi. 
ving out, that they act in his Name, while they are not able 
to produce his Authority for what they go; wherein they fog 
much appear to'imitare'the Sons of Scr ug. 
. Töbe above Paper. intituled Act and Teſtimony, is 
- chargeable with Ex055' Er then and Carymr, in the 
following Inſtances, (i.) That they'in: uſtriouſly miſrepreſent 
the Sentence of the by ter ming it ; a THEVUSTING 
them our from the Jaber thereof, as if that Deed had 
been done with Keenneſi on the Fart of the Church, and A. 
verſion on their Part'; 'wgEREAs the very Reverſe thereof 
& te Truth: The Church did not Rus them out, but 
by their own obftinate Diſobedience to their Sentence of Ad 
monition '( wherewith they might have complied, without 
wronging Truth or Conſcience) in the regular Courſe of Di- 
cipline, exerciſed by flow Steps, with much Pa tence and Pains 
in dealing with them, (all which rhey ftifly reſiſted) they for- 
ced the Church, much contrary to their Inchnation, to declare 
chem no more Minifters of rhis Church: And their Conduct 
at that Time,' in making the Seceſſion, and ever fince, in car- 


ta 


rying it on to further Degrees of Oppoſition to the Church, 


makes it evident; that their Account of this 'Matrer is a Cz 
 Jeminy : For their prepared Dravghis and Papers, whereio their 
Seceſſion ee ſhewed their determined Reſolution. 
und the whole Strain of their Conduct made it evident, they 
at all Handies to break Meaſures with this 
| the very Reaſons they afterwards advance, as Grounds 
* SereFien, tayicg ed when' 0 
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Church, i plain their Departure muſt be 
aſcrihed to their own Choice, and not to their being Tunber 
cut by the Church; only they had a Mind, it ſeems, i colour 
this their Reſolntion, by laying. the Blame. on the Church 
while, mean Time, they gave the Frovoc tion, and aRted/a 
Part, which, put a Neceſſity on the Church, to give-a NH- 
mony againſt, their obſtinate Behaviour, © incookitent with 
ay regular Society. ORE $10 eee * Aenne 

(2.) It is an unjuft Calumny to charge the preſentGharoh 
of Scotland, with having in our Skiris ibe — 
who ſuffered in the late Perſecution. Feftimony Page 43. Can 
they ſay, that this Church either, had a Hand in ſneddintz hat 
Blood, or that they approve of the Deed of thoſe who ſned it? 
The preſent Church had not then a Being. and our Forefathers 
were the Perſons. who ihemſelves were perſecuted; and ſure; 
they did not approve of -that inhumane Gonduct, nor did ot 
doth che preſent Church. Doth; not the contrary appear in our 
Cauſes of Faſting, Particylary <ſem-:i1690, Act 12. where, 
in the Cauſe of a Faſt, it is declared. We were brought un- 
4 der the, Feet of Strangers many of our Breibren killed; 
4 and others taken captive. and fold-as Slaves. That the 
„Land hath, been full of; bioady Crimes, and Cities full of 
6 Violence, and much innocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood 
touched Blood. — Thai great hath been the Cry of Oppreſ: / 
8 * ban and Unrighteouſneſs; Iniquity hath been eftabliſbed by 

$ Law; there hath been a great perverting:of ſtice. 7 
« making and executing unrighteous Statutes and Acts. nnd 444 
u Perfecutions of many for their Conſcience towards God.— 
And theſe Cauſes of F aſt have been frequently renewed and.re- 
ferred unto, in after Cauſes. of Faſt; wherein: alſo the: Blood: 
ſhed of the late Times have been mentioned, partic 1. 
ſem. 1700, Act 5. where Mention is made ot the fearful 

Backſlidings, and Perſecutions of the late Times, mentioned 
io former Cauſes of Humiliation. And theſe Acts and Cauſes 
ue referred unto, and held as repeated in diyerſe other, Faſts 
. e ach et their Cm, n 8 

(3.) It is.2 groundleſ7 Aſperfion, what they ſay Page : 48. | 

d 49. That our DefeRions are come to 2 Height in um 
particular Inftances, that were not known in former Times.” 
r * Apoſiacy of ihe — 


26 | 
theoprefent Age, is of & . 


5 wart Ae er eats d, 
tio durſelves ungrateſul· to our trãcibus God, who done 
_ fo great Things for us, if we ſhould allow ir 2-2 Trith, that 
tlie — of the preſent Church are of + more hainoys 
 Natilie tham theſe of former Times, when ſo many were car- 
tied down the Stteam, our Reformers openly "oppoſed and 
overthrown, abjured Prelacy introduced and impoſed,” and fup- 
ported by a bloody Perſecution, and a danket g 
ver of Cruelty and Impiery opened, and conſider able 
wurly made to revolt unto Popery and Slavery. Tad on 
Church bern, or is it no in that State ſince the Revolution 
Therefore all this! Flouriſh, in four Pages together, is loaded 
wich:caumnious Reflections, and fayours of groſs Prejodice, 
and Bineraeſs' of Spirit. Of the fame Nature is what is ſaid, 
Page 112. ad 113. That inftead of acknowledging the 
Sins and Defections of the preſent Times, theſe Who hare 
e had an active Hand in them, continue to juſtify their Abo, 
66. minations, and by the. whole of their Conduct and 
t gur, declare, that they only want an Opportunity to read 
a, the ſame Scene of Oppreſſion and Tyranny,' and complex 
* what they had begun, even to the Ruin of any Rempios 


* of a covenanted Reformation among us. Here are al- \ 


moſt as many Calumnies as Words. Doth not the forecited 
Cauſes of Faſis prove, that this Church hath been very full 
in acknowledging the Sins both of former and preſent Times? 
Do not the many Acts made againſt Profanenefs, and the m 
vy fs and Recommendations” of this Church unto the 
Sractice of 'GodlineſF, prove theſe Aſſertions of the Sepa- 
ratifl+ io be calumnious  Aſperſions ? And it is no leſs ca. 
lumniouf to ſay, That this Church juſtifies her Abomiaations, 
and would re. act the Scene of Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and 
that we have only ſome Remains of a Reformation. 

thisthey take upon them to dive into the Hearts of Men, to 
prophery what they would do in Afeer-times. And have'we 
Bot that very Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſbip and Govern 
ment, our Forefathers aimed to obtain? Nay, if Matters were 
dilly conſidered und compared, judicious and faithful aqui 


. rers would find, that we ate in Poſſeſſion, as'a Church, (what- 
Fuer my be the Fault of 1 24 0 e 'of all the fib- 
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2 1 may fall under another blade. : IE ee 3 2 I 
4. In the ach Page of bs Teftimany, agrals.Fallabood is 
he eftabliſhing and ratifring Presby- 
& teria, —— by. the Parliament 1690, ac 
civil Ratification and, Eſtabliſhment given 
« unto the Government of the Church 1592. was à retro- 
« grade Motion, and that ihe infamous Act Reſciſſory; 
whereby gur covenanted Reformation as rared. is left 
« un;opgbed in the above named; Seulemem : All which i 
an unfair and Jalſe Account of What the Parliament 1690; 
did in that Matter. That Parliament not only aboliftied,. 
Epiſcopacy. and eſtabliſhed | Pre3bytery; upon the: Modeb of 
the A& 1492 (which AR.confirms all that was done in-Fas 
yours of Presbytery, An no 1 581; and this again confirms 
all Acts made, either by the King's {+ ny or his Regents, 
in Favours. of: the true reformed- Religion in this Land : nc 
the Act 1 581 ratifies the old. Confe ian of Faith,” and thema. 
tional Covenant, ſo that this was nat dropt, tho* not renewed” 
in ihe Parliament 1690) But that Parliament did whit auſwe. 
red the ſame End, they ratified the Welminfter Confeffion of 
Faith, and engroſſed it verbatim-in. their Acts, arid enaRted? 
That none ſhould be admitted or continued a Miniſter in this 
church, unleſs they firſt ſware and ſubſcrive the Confeſſion: of 
Faith, as the Confeſſion of their Faith, and lim they: own 
Presbyterian-Governmemnt to be the only Goverament of this 
Church, Sr. And iho the Iaclinatioos of the People are men 
tioned by the Parliament: 1690, as one Ground of ſettling Fre. 
byterian Government, yet not as the only Ground: fer; 1 
aſo owned to be (N. B. ] Agreeable to tbe mord of Gd, 
and moſt conducive to the Advancement of true: Piety and 
Godlineſs, and eſtabliſhing Peace and 'Tranquility/within:this - 
Realm. No, : this anſwered, all the. good Ends and De- 
ſigns of the Covenant; for, the Articles of our boy Reli- 
don, are mare. fully and clearly, expreſſed in the Nem, thari 
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in the Ola Confelſion, which; was ratified in our Covenant: i 


and our: 7 1 is firmly ſettled to us. This 
io a 1 ** 15 0 repreſented, when is fad 


the Act — is left intirely untouched; for afier that : 
D 2 1 Parliz- 


Parfiambne had WK. Als + of Fame? Vid 
Gharler II. they add, and all other Acts, in io far 43 they 


are contrary 'unto, or inconfiſtent-with-the Proteſtant Religion 
| and the Exerciſe of Church godernment ſettled in che lands of 
[7 - 1 Miniſters outed for Noncon 
i of January 16615 by -which the AR Reſeifſory is F 
,only-touched, but receives'irs mortal Found. —But — 
the za Act of Queen Anne's Parliament 1702,” confirms all 
the for mer Acts in Favours of Presbyterian Government 
and Diſcipline, (N. B.) as agreeable to the Word e God, 
and ac the only Government of Chriſt's Church within thi 
 Kirigdom, Which Was again ratified in the ad Act of Queen 
Annes Parliament, May +703 ; by all which it is evident 
that the forefad . of n is s falſe ni 
calumnioui g 
103. — Bundle * Falſcbood eber in 2 en 
Lines, Page 51. in the following Words, It was the lau- 
dable Practice in reforming” Times, to condemn all Steps 
4 of Defection. and duly to cenſure ſuch as” were guilty of 
25 publick Backſlidings. 1 by the Aſſembly that 
— met 1638, all the Prelates, being Ringgleaders'in the Apo- 
** ſtacy, were depoſed, and ſome of them excommunicated; 
* Alſo, in the ſaid reforming Feriod, they returned to the 
„Lok b, by a particular Acknowledgment and Conſeſſion 
4 of the Sins of the Miniftry, and of the whole Land. 
Fut the General Aſſembly that met in the Year 1690, made 
10 particular Acknowledgment of the many heinous Back- 
*<-ſlidings of the former Period ; but, on the contrary, when 
% many lamentable Steps of DefeRion and Apoſtacy, were 
* complained of. in a darge Paper offered to the foreſaid Af 
„ ſembly; by Mr. Alexander Shields and other two Mini- 
Iiſters, the ſaid Aſſembly were fo far from attempting the 
* Redreſi of theſe Grievances, that they approve of their 
„Committee of Overtures, calling them cee, in 
2 Propoſals, Scr. 
In which Words may be obſetvid the following Falſ:hoods 
For (I.) it is not Fact, that, in reforming Times, it hath 
been the laudable Cuſtom to condemn all Steps of DefeRion, 
for, in 1638, they do not condemn dhe Supremacy, nor do 
ö ou prepare Particular Confeltion ot han. * 
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| 1 ſuch as had ſubjeKted themſelves to Prelacy, which was the 
 Feriod ; In the greater of which Oaths they ſware 4 To 


4 dinary the Archbiſhop, and 10 all others their Superiors in 


© this my Oath and Promiſe, I am content, that upon Trial - i 


for Biſhipps Lindſay and Abernetby were only ſuſpended from 11 
Joriſdiction. (4) It is a Miſtake to ſay; in that Period they | 


Land; for, as in that Feriod, they bad no publick Paſs wid 
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So far” from this,” that the rank, 
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ſetled Govettiment of this Church from 1606 to that Times 
and many of thein had taken the vile Oaths impoſed, in hat 


&* maintain, bis 'Highneſs's Right and Prerogative in Cauſes 
« Eccleſiaſtical, and that they ſhould be obegient to their Or- 


&© the Church; and that they Il maintain the preſent Govergs | 
ment of the Church, and Juriſditjon Epiſcopal· Ac ll 
in the Oath called the Leſſer Oath. they ſware To be 
4 obedient to all the Acts and, Conſtitutions of the Church, po 
“ and particularly to the Act concluded at Perth 164 8. The 8 
former of theſe concluded with theſe Words, 28 That they 


were content to be deprived of their Miniftr, „ il 


reputed and held infamous and perjured Perſans for every ' } 
& if they ſhould contraveen ;” Add the lefler Oath. concluded Ji 
with theſe. Words, And if I ſhall faill i in the Performance of 1] 


« thereof, I be depoſed, as perjured and. unworthy to bear any Ii 
« Function in the Church. The Miniſters ofthe Afﬀembly- | 
1638 were, for a great Part, ſuch as had come under wee 
Oaths, which were far more * hainous Evils, than any Thing 
that could be laid. the Charge of the Members of the A em- 

bly 1690; yet they neither profeſſed Repentance for complys 1 
ing with Prelacy, nor for taking ſuch Oaths, nor was any 

Confeſſion required of them, tho the Aſſembly declared ;3he Ji 
Oaths themſelyes unlawful, — (3.) It is a Miſtzke t fay | 
here, and in Page 18. That all the Biſhops were depoſed, | 


the minifterial F unction, tho depoſed from their 


returned to the Lord by a particular Acknowledgment and 
Confeſſion of the Sins of the Miniffry, and gf the har 
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7 ular Sins, adh 6 ot Wa ime, 
— were far from being ſo particular in Conſeſſionz, as the 
Aembiy 'r69c. And, in "ry 1646, when the Sins of the 
Miniſtry are mentioned, there is no Confeſſion of comply- 
uin with Prelacy, or taking ſinful Oaths in tormer "Times, 
aud ſeodry' other Sins. (5.) It is a Miftake to Ry. the 
ſembiy 1690 made no particular Acknowledgement of he 
idings in the former Period, which like- 
wiſe is ſtid, Prirodudtion to ct and Teftimony, Page 9. 
It had been tollerable; if they had aid they made not 4 
Euumeranon of many Sins and Backſlidings, but to ſay they. 
made 10 particular Acknowledgement, is a groſs Falſchood ; 
for in the Faſt, Aſſembliy 1690, and others, the moſt notous 
Sins of the former Period are mentioned, and perhaps there 
never was any Act more pafticular fince the Reformation; 
aud therein there are ſuch maſſy Expteſſions, as my Om: 
pretiend other Sins, tho not particularly ſpecified ; ſ 
| this'is 2 Calumny unjuſt in itſelf, 4 Wel 6 il 
Memory of our worthy Anceftors. (6.) In tbe forecited 
Words there's a groſs Miftepreſentation of the Affair of 
| Mr: Shields, and the other two Minifters : For the Aſſembly 
Kenne of that large Paper, only ſay it contain d ſeveral pe · 
ry apd groſs Miftakes, unſeafonable and imprafticable 
Propoſals.” They do not call the ſeveral St of DefeAtion 
mentioned in that Faper, uncharitable and ; injurious Re- 
feaions, r. for ſeveral Things in it were expreſly no- 
ticed in that Aﬀemby, as Cauſes , o Faſting ; nor do they 
| yo of it in general, as the Yeftimony repreſents ; for the | 
Committee in their Report own expreſly, 8 it had ſereri 
good" Things in it, tho they alſo report, t it contain'c 
ſeveral umſeaſonable and impracticable Propoſals, which was 
* fifficient to juſtify the Conduct of the Aſſembly, in not ad- 
mitting it to be read before them. This Calumny is ſo much 
we more unercufable, that tho the Separarifts pretend to ſet. 
up Mr. Sbieſa and his two Brethren for their Pattern; yet 
E they are far from following their Example, who, tho they 
| complain'd of Apoſtacy aud Defection, yet in the gih Seſſion 
© of that ens 1690, they gave in a Paper, in which et | 
declare har they ſubmit to 0 Aſſembiys Judgmeni, and 


my ib ſubject cieniſetves, their Lives and DoErines 9 


Alu N 


er © they. had owned that p 1, ab 2099s \ 
e Meaſure, in 2 1 6; of the Natianal Fa 
in the uſurped Supremacy, of the preceeding Reigns aver i 
the Ghirch + yer, they lay, * That Aſſembly did 00 yy 
& condemn that uſur 9 85 premacy, nor 3 
* eee er Chriſt; nor did * 
y approve the covenanted Reformation of. hs Church 
« atain'd unto, from 1638 to 1650,” In which Werds 
3 they diſtover a greater Inclination to. needleſs Debate, «oa 
and Cal 1280 and N every way. 10 blackea Wi 
their Mother. 7 Kew 5 to Truth, and hat 
Charity which [on MI er r in this they. e * 
ae as if the Aſemb/ , ſulpetted. the Trub o = 
1 and and that therefore they would not own . 26 Þ 
any theirs ; a8 if there were no Reaſon y Time for I 
ol making ad repeating. ARG: 48s, bur. denying . the 
| Things themſelves demanded to be therein aſſerted...Do | 
they. not know that theſe © vg. e h Principle 1 Pref. 
dyterians contain d in their p blick Standards, and ix 
allering the Divine Right. of Fresbytery, and 55 intrinſick 
Power of the Church, 35 to, Things ſacred, gave Riſe to theſs 
Statutes, which Ivanced the Supremacy to 10 3 
Height in f the 1 two former-Reigns ? And, where the 
of 2 Church are known, and lated. in ſuch buchse 
N tz, where | is the Scripture, Precept, Fromiſe or ny 
| e rn to make. ſuch. parjiculas gfſertory — ; 
1 all theſe hipgs. aſſerted in, ous bach wud 4 Fad, i 
ratified by the Pa lament, 1699, received. apd. 1. Mi 
e 5% aud 9 How one of them... 


Chap. S. I. and S 2. Ghap.. 3s £0 — 
2d; Bott . Ga, 8 theſe- 


Eonfirme i the Randing, Dilciptine of our Church...” 
| . Chiirch, on ſeveral Occaſions, commemorates oo Hon 
a Attainments, and laments our Back:lidit 
Fuß 1690, our Reformation, our ſolemn. De 4100 (0 
by Covenant, our Unfteadfaftneſs therein, and our At; 
"ments to Purity in former Periods are e 
— ered and Introduction of Prelacy, and ſin 


lance therewith lamented 7 And the | ' General All by i 82 


laſtructions to their Commiſſion, Agem.. 1694, 
— That being informed that ſeveral Aſperſions 

„ id on the Minifters and Judicatories of this Church by 
 ©"Gme Perſons, as if- the ſaid Miniſters and  Judicatories had 
| WFeceded” from (N. B.) the known Principles thereof, Fs 
1 3 Relation to the Conflitutin 2nd Government of the 

| © Church; contained in the. Confeſſion of Fuith; tho' the 

| © Ubmrary: thereof be evident, not only by. the. Mioiſters of 
this Church their owning of and adbering to the faid Con- 
| *Jeffion, wherein theſe Principles are contzin d; but alſo 
© by the whole Courſe of their Miniſtry*:. That therefore 


all due Pains to inform, convince and fatisfy any fuch Per- 
. ® fons of their Miſtakes, that they may be reclaimed.” And 


" notwithſtanding of our ſolemn Covenants and Engagements. 
[Here'is an expreſs owging of the Obligation of our Cove- 


* nants, and fo of the Principles of our Reformation. Aſſem. 


' 2701, in their Anſwer to the King's Letter, they ac- 
| knowledge with Thankfulneſs, The King's Concern for this 
„Church, in giving his Royal Aﬀent to the Acts made in 


in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for ratifying and further 


b ” confirming our Confeſſion of Faith, and Ag preſent. eſta- 
* *bliſhed Presbyterian Government of this Church. 


| | —their Addreſs to Queen Anne, are memorable, after they 


" Government of this Cnurch, they add, We humbly 


| «© formation from Popery was by Presbyters, iis Jos the 
An + nga Government in an equal Parity, 


the General Aſſembly require the ſaid Commiſſion. 10 tate 


be Afſem. 1700. 4 5. anent a ſolemn Faſt, inake men-. 
tion of fearful Back-ſlidings and Perſecutions of late Times, 


But particularly the Words of the Aſſem. 1703. 8 8. in 


had expreft their Confidence in the renewed Aſſurances her 
Majeſty had given to maintain and protect the Pre sbyterian 


= crave Leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, That our Re- 


* * 
* 82 


. that | 
„And for this R te 
conſtant Perſuaſion, N oy Etiacern of the Mipiſtry, 
and People of this National Charth, is fuffict : 
to Your Majefty and to the” Word God haviog alway's 
„ eee 'blefſed the Pers terian⸗ vermmen 1 
ho ſoppretiing of | 


Church, and the Diſcipline 
* Profacenets and the (curbing r Eiror 0 this Lour ancient 
Kingdom. Upon theſe Conſiderafions, at the late happy 
Revolution, and for remedying of the mary Erils we had 
* ſuffered, and preventing the like in Time coming, the 
Claim bf Right did declare againft Prelacy, ASA R 
and inſupportable Grievance and Trouble to ds N 
* and for Presbyterian-parity in this Church? And; by 2 
* Acts of Parliament theredg enſuing, Tre fGr Covern 
* ment"is" ſeſtled, (N. H.) as agreeable unte he Herd o; 
LL „ Golf and moſt conducive to the Adyancement of true 
4 Pfety and Godlinels; and the eſtabliſning of Peace 
© Trl quillity ; and therefore to be the only Government of 
„ ChrifF: 2. horch within" this Kingdom. — There are f 
veral Clauſes of like Natüte in dwefs AAS of Aſemb. 
bur theſe are Tufficient to evidence the known Trinciples 5 
this Chürchs and to wife" off” the Aſperſion deſigned in the 
forecired* Phragraph-of their Teffimeny. And beſides all ibis. 
the Church"is* in the*conftint Uſe and Practice of 'requiriog 
Preachers at their "being licen 2 and Miniſtert zt their 
Ordination and Adm 7071, to anſwer the Queries enacted 
Adem. 1711, wherein they ſölemaly profets ind 'own the 
Principles of this Church and Government thereof, and pro - 
miſe Adherence thereumto: And is it not Well known that 
the Moderator always Eonffirres' and diffoves/ the Aſſembly 
in the Name of Chrift, às the Alone King and Head of © 
his Church?” And is not this, and the foretited Acts à direſt 
Condemnation of ihe ufurped Supremacy, and a poſitive 
alerting of our own Principles? What Occafion then had the 
Aſſembly t: to make any new Act aboùt theſe Things whereof” 
they made no Doubt, but Which they had "always- declared. 5 
on all proper 1s, untformly to be their Principle. 
But, beſides other Things. the ſececing Brethren are juſtly - 
chargeable with Partiatity in his Matter, which wilibe Mer: © 
1 etch aner ar Head: IGLEH HC u de W 35 3 163 * 
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2377 7. Ther make 2 falſe EY 9 tis 55 
2525 at); i — That or thee Aﬀembly enjoin'd: ther 
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Si 


o miniſterial Communion, ſuch 
lidifters as were willing to ſub 
1 - 2, Fanta, — they were not bound to xc 
ibat 'xeaby terian-Goyernment is founded on the 
but ani that. the Church-Goyeroment, 25 
1s F of this Church,” 

v hich.: Charge, appears by the Formula 
Ae „Which is in theſe Terms.: © I do ſincerely own 

and. declare the above Confeſſion. of. Faith, . . approven by 
*« General. Aſſemblies of this Church, and raified by Law 


FEES» 


in abe Tear 1690, (N. B.) to be the Confeſſion of my. Faith: 


0 4,296 that I on the Doctrine therein contain d, to be the 


de true Doctrine, which I will conſtantly, adhere unto and 


b * likewiſe, that. I own the. Prerbyerian-Government of this 


now ſetiled by Law, by Kirk ſeſſions, Presbyte- 


Chur h. 
reyingial-Synods . and, General Aſſemblies, 10 be 


C2 p 
A 4 


24 2 the only Goverament. of. this Church; 3. and that. Iwill ſub- 


mit thereto, conc therewith, and never endeavour, di- 
4. reftly nor indirectiy,, the. Prejudiee or Subverſion thereof,” 


f Will not common Senſe, as well, as Charity, oblige one, who | 
.. as with Chriſtian Candbur, to believe, that theſe, who framed- 
this Formulas did ĩt on Account of the Conformity of the | 


Things therein acknowledged unto the Word of God, and 
4hat the Subſcribers thereof received. it with this View, ſeeing 


. - they. own it 4 ibe Confefion.of Their Faith,.and as the 


- 
Bs, 
A: 


be i 
* 


true Doctrine, which none, according to Proteſtant Prin- 
- Giples,, will own, except they believe it io be according to the 
Word of Ged,.which is the:known profeſſed and diftinguiſt 
ang Priaciple ot. Proteftants.;. and that they ſubſcribe it in 
e is evident, conſidering that the Act ratify ing our 
. Church-Government,. expreſly owns. it to be according to the 


Word of God; and that Act is referred unto. expreſly in the 


| above; Formula. - 
8. Tho they could not- deny, but, that the. Church: of 
Scotland. by her Commiſſion, did, declare againſt tbe Union, 
yer Page 55-Jof hat 7. A they male an. unfair, lane 
1 faſe Repreſentation, of of that Matter, while they afficm, 
That the Alle mbly, which. followed, only approved of 
** that Commiſſion in common Ber any. Act 


7 7 þ on | : A | ; ” wow 


| becauſe they are ſo cloſly connected with it. And, 
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of -leſs ö — on . 1 
Unfairneſs, add even Falſbood ' bt which Account, will . 
pear, if it be conſidered,” that the -4ſſembly unanimouſly 
ratified and approved of that- Commiſſion's Actings and Pro- 
ceedings, and commended and  tbanked them for their 
Zeal, Faithfulneſs and Diligence they had . in 
their Proceedings, which are Expreſſions out of tbe common 
Form. But to confute this Calumny effectually, let it be 
conſidered, Phat the {Aſſembly 1707 ratiſied and app? 5 
that Commiſſion, ſo as to make an approbatory Act, and 
record it among their Acts that Year, which makes it, on the 
Matter, not only an Approbation of the Commiſſion s Deed, 
but an explicite Deed of their own. I know not how to re- 
concile ſuch notour Miſrepreſentations of known Fatty, wih 
that Candour and Uprightneſs that becomes a Chriſtian; and 
ſure, in 2 pretended Standard Teſtimom of Men ſetting up 
for Reformation, it is ſuch a Blemiſh, to ſay no worſe, as. "i 
may gall their Conſciences, ftop their Mouths, and render 1 
their Attempis vain and contempiible. Wo 
Theſe are ſome Inftances of the Falſhoods, Calummes 
and Miſrepreſentations in that Paper, called Act, Decla- 
ration and Teftimony, among many more that might be men- 
tioned': But having conſidered under the 4th eneral Ar- 


ücle, viz. Their framing and publifbing tbat Paper, the 1 | 


forefaid Obſervations on it; Invalidity. Impertinence, Abuſe 
and Miſapplication of Scripture, and Falſbood and Ca 
lumny, whereof ſeveral Inftances are mentioned. and. cons. 
firmed ; The next Thing obſervable in it is 

5. GRoss PARTIALITY and UNDUE Concearmant 
or TrvTa, and that in the following Inffgnces, wherein .. | 
alſo Occaſion will be given to take Notice of ſeveral Falſhoods 
and Calumnies, which I thought fit to reſerve 10 this F Hea 4. 


1. In this Paper there's groſs Partiality in fn 
Hing the Conduct and Attainments of that as _ abe 
Church, from 1638 to 1650. next to Infallibilih, and at 
the fame Time induftriouſly concealing the Blemiſpe there 
of, tho” they allow themſelves in a quite contrary EN 
with Reſpect to the Church ſince the Revolution. * 
N mightily cry out againſt this Church, vid 
E 2 | Ground, 


"A. 


, r Ws 5 6. e 8 overlook 
the General Aſſembly 1638, Sel. 23. 24. who enacted, **That. 
. from. chat Lime forward. no Sort of Ferſons, of whatever 

« Quality or Degree be permitted io peak or write, not only 
« againſt the Conſeſſi⁴n, but agaioft,cbis 4ſembly, or any Act 
& of, this Aſſembiy, and that under the Pai of incurring the 
© Cenfures of this Kick.” Were there ſuch an Act made <= 
would be called enacting implicite Faith, aſcribing Iafallibility to 
ourſelves, re ſtricting miniſterial Freedom, doworight Tyranny, 
and what not; and it would be thought a moſt juftifiable Ground 
of Separation ; but it was not thought ſo at that Time, and 
our preſent Separatiſt till think nothing done in that fe- 
riod was ſo, the Blemiſhes. far leſs are magnified and ac- 
counted ſufficient Grounds nom: All which is a glaring and 
uncontefted Evidence of gro/7 Partialit y. A mighty Our 
cry is made nom on the Account of Patronages, as a Ground 
of Separation, but they conſider not that the gravaminous Ad 


of Patronages conſtrained our Church in the pureſt and beſt 


Times; they conceal the honeſt Part this Church acted 
againſt that Act, when it was framing; nay, it may be 
maintain d, that this Church hath done more againſt P 
tronages ſince they were laſt reſtoredghan was done from 1638 | 
to the 1649, and perhaps any other Time ſince the Reformation; 
nor can the Compliances with Patronages of late Years be ac- 
counted Ground of Separation, more than in 1642, when 
the Aſſembiy at St. Andrews enacted, That the Presbytery 
ſhould give a Leet, with a blank Preſentation, to the King, or 
any other Patron, of ſix Perſons, that he might take his 
Cboĩce.— And next Year the Aſſembly petitioned the King 
to accept of a Leet of Three, and neither of theſe Aſſem- 
lies gave the leaft Teftimony againſt Patronages, nor had 
the People the Nomination of theſe Leets, but the Presby- 
fery ; 1o that they might never get the Perſon they moſt 
| inclined for. But this, and ſuch like, was thought no 
Ground of Separation in theſe Days; however, far leſs 
is thought ſo now, ſo partial are our Separatifts. in 
their Sentiments and Conduct, Nay, they ſay, Page 19. 
That from 1641. The building of the Houſe of God went 
roſperouſly on till 1650; but the forecited Acts, which rob 
the — of their 1 by direct Deeds of the Church, 


. 


C #7) "I 
ane Heritage. Ber 45 
Inftance in all ibat Period, from 1638 10 1650, of he Wi 
ſembly's declaring the accepting of Preſentations to "be tons" 
trary to our Principles; yet they mightily quarrel this 
Church on this Head, tho ſhe has made ffronger: Re mon- 
ſtrances againſt Patronages than e ver was done in former 
Times ; ſo that Compliances, ia that Matter, are more the” 


Fault of particular Perſons or Parties at a Time, tha t | 


the Church, as ſuch. What Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny would . 
it be reckoned now, if our Aſſemblies ſhould enact as the 
Aſſembly - 1638 did, in their Sentence againft An bY 
Spotifwood, wherein they ſay, © Declining and proteſting a. 41 
_ + gainſt the Aſſembly, is cenſurable with ſummar-Excoms + Þ 
% munication ? Or, it they ſhould ſuſpend one for baprizing * 
a Child in a private Houſe, as was then done by the Amy 
to the Miniſter of Tranent ? Or, if they ſhould appoint theſe 
io be excommunicated who did not acquieſce in the Sen- 
tence of Depoſition, as Aſſem. 1638. Sefſ. 14. in their Sen- 
tence againſt the Biſhop or Dunkeld ? How would our © 
Paratiſts look on fuch an Act of Aſſembly now, as was in 
1647, which obliged every Member, in every Congregation, © Wi 
to keep their own Pariſh-Kirk, and communicate there in 
Word and Sacrament? Or ſuch as that in 1648, which or- 
dain'd all young Students, at their firſt Entry to the College, 
nay, (N. B.) all Perſons whatſoever (which included everx 
Lad and Laſs) to take the Covenant, at their firſt receiving the Þ 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, making this a Term of 
Chriftian Communion, and enjoying Church - Privileges, eren 
to ſuch as may be ſuppoſed nat ſo ripe in their Judgment, a2 
io be capable ro Judge of the ſeyeral' Articles of the Covenant. 
and to ſwear it in Truth, Righteouſneſs and Judgment? Whar * 
a Clamour would be made now, if our Aſſemblies ſhould” 
enaq, as the Aſſembly 1648 did, That whoſoever; after © 
ce the Sentence of Depoſition pronounced againſt them, do 
either exerciſe any Part of their Miniſteriah Calling in the * 
0 Place they formerly ſerved in, or (N. B.) do poſſeſe, med- 


* dle, or intromit with the Stipends, or other Benefits what- | | 


© ſoever, belonging to the Kirks they ſerved, they ſhall be | | 
_ © proceeded againft with Excommunication ; and, if any ſu- Þ} 
„ pended Miniſter, during his Suſpenſion, either exerciſe-any 


2 * Fatof hi Miaiterial-Calling, or igtromit with 1 14 


* 


. 4 \ ES | 
«| he be l 5 * £ . We eu in auy 
© of theſe Faulis, he be excommunicated ?”* Nor can it be 
pretended. that this Act only meant ſuch Sentences as are juft 

_ in. themſelves, and in our Efteem; for, at this Rate, all 
Sentences might be eluded, and the Parties made Judges is heir 
| .own Cauſe : But fo far was this from being the Caſe, that the 

 Aflembly 1646. declared Mr. Moriſon, in the Presbytery of 

- Atrkavall, cenſurable for preaching after Suſpenſion by that 
Presbytery, tho! that Sentence was declared unjuſt. But 
ſuch an Act as that forecited, would now be called Tyranny 
wih a Winneſs.; but, it ſeems, in theſe Days, it was a building 
of tbe Houſe of God : So partial are our Separatiſts in their 
- Seatiments and Conduct, and ſo far from the Sentiments of 
the eminent Mr. Rutherford, who, in his dying Teftimony to 
| the Work of Reformation, ſpeaking of the Times from 1638 

to 1649, ſays. “ In our Aſſemblies we were more to 
«. ſet up a State oppoſite to a State, more upon Forms, Cita · 
© tions, leading ot Witneſſes, Suſpenſions from Benefices, than 
4c ſpititually to perſuade and work upon the Conſcience with 
. the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt. The Glory and 

«« the. Royalty of our princely Redeemer and King was 
«< trampled on, as any might have ſeen in our 4ſſemblees. 
& What Way the Army and the Sword, and the Countenance 
„ of Nobles and Officers ſeemed to ſway, that Way were 
, ©. he Cenſures carried 5 it had been better had there been 
«<<. moe Days of Humiliation and Faſting in Aſſemblie , H- 
« nods, Pre tbyteries, Congregations and Families, and 
. far leſs adjourniog Commiſſions, new peremptory Sum- 
monſes, and new drawn up Proceſſes; and, if the Meekneſs 
«, and Gemleneſs of our Maſter had got fo much Place in our 
«<. Hearts, that we might have waited on Gainſayers, and Par- 
* ties. contrary minded, and we might have driven gently 

g our | Maſter Chriſt, who loves not to overdrive, but 
44 carries the Lambs in his Boſom. If any one ſhould nom 
| ſpeak, at this Rate, of theſe Times, our Separatiſts would not 
Nick: to call them -Lpoſtates, and the worſt of Names; but 
by-theſe quoted, and this Teſtimony of the holy Mr. Rutber- 
Fond, and others that might be mentioned, it might be made 
' Appear; that there have been moe Acts made in theſe twelve 
Years; from 1638 to 1650, which our Separatiſts would 
* if aow-eaaRed,” than have been made bY 


( 239 )) 
48 ab den the Revolution, But this confir 
of Ross FAR AITrI in our — — 
the Act and Teſlimomy. But further, They are 
chargeable with groſ Partiality, and a falſe and unfair g- 
5 preſentation of: Facts, where they ſay: Page 18. “ Fen- 
„ moſt the Whole Land had toluntarily, chearfully: and q̃tiy-· 
4 fully come noder the Oath of God, wilhout any Forgeiand Ii 
40 Compulſion 3 nay, in the Face of great Oppoſiion m 
4 the Civil Powers.” li at not fact. There wer ehe- 
nalties. which would no be thought very ſevere, enactet hen 
by the State aud by the Church, Harl. King Gar. 
June 11. #640. commanded the National Covenanthould iS 
de taken by allchis Majeſty's Subjects. of what Rank and @a- }f 
-lity ſoever, under all ci vil Pains ; which is ſuch a genen! 
* Clauſe; as: might be extended 40 Gonfiſcation of Ooads, am- 
priſonment, Baniſnment, nay Forfriture of Liſe an F- 
tune. And October 12th 1643. the Commaſſioner s fe Uo 
Convention of Eſtates, Ordained te Sι i Leagus "| 
Covenant, to be ſworn by all his Majeſty's Subjects in ais 18 
Kingdom, under the Pain, to ſuch as ſhall poſtpone or retule, I 
to be eſteemed and-punjſhed- as Enemies to Religion, his 
Majeſty s Honuur and Feace of thif Kingdoms, and ohe | 
&© their Goods and Rents confiſcate for the Uſe of che Repupß- Ii 
<« lick; and that they ſhall: not-bruik nor enjoy any Place nor 
5 Office within this Kingdom; and if anyrefuſe to ſwear and 
+ ſubſcribe, then they are tobe cited to anſwer to be hπ¹ ,t 
% Parliament, as Enemies ta Religion, King and Kingdoms, A 
and receive what: further Puniſnmem his Majeſty and Far- 
iament ſhall inflitt upon them.” And ihe General Am- 
bly 1640 enjoin d, % That no Expectant ſhould have.cheiPri- | fi 
© ' viiege of being a Pedagogue, teach a School, or have the 
„ Jiberty to teſide in a Burgh. Univerſty or College π.ñyZ‚ il 
% refuſed to take the Covenant; and like iſe they enjoin d the 
e ſubſcribing the Covenant by all ahe Members of this/Kirk 1 
„ and Kingdom, under all Eccleſtaſtical Geniure. Nay, be 
Aſſembly 1639, Supplicate his Majeſtys Commiſſioner, 
* andthe: Honour able Eſtates of Far liament, by their Autho- 1 
105 Tity, to ratify and enjoin the ſume under all civil Fans Lt 
theſe. Sate and Churcb As) de compared with the ferxwiten 
Accaunt they give of this, Matter, and if chey be net wilfally If 
wing they will ſee their , * Hf 
Tin : 1 r, 4 


' #216 ae . K. and daa conodalinghfe 
"Srath, and Keenneſi'to graſp at every Handle to blacken their 
+-Church, appears in whatthey ſay, Page ioc 0:\coricerning 
— Bodk, intuled, The Aſſembiy i Sborter $;awecbiſm'reviſed, 
and Which. they bring in as an Evidence of the Declining and 
-Backflidirg:cfthis Church and Land; but hawſvever juſt their 
„Ouſervations and Cenſures of that Performance: may be, it is a 
moſt unjuſt Calumny to charge the Church ot Si und with 
the Errors therein contained; if it be confidered, that few of 
i Country Miniſters or People had Occaſion 10 ſee it, before 
iu Sa of Lotbian took notice; of it, do detlate againſt it, 
bm wbich Time, tho ſearch'd thro' moſt of the Stationers 
Shops in Edinburgb, it couid not be found, aid, wich Diff- 
_ Leolty; one Copy trom a private Hand produced. And how 
can the Church of Scotland be charged with the Error of 
— Book, or in the leaſt countenancing them, when tke Sy- 
noi of Lothian, on the firſt Notice of it, ind then the Com- 
mon, did declare ard teſtify, and caution againſt it before 
| -rbeir:Seceſſion. or their Teftimony had a Being? And howgroſly 
Jand-indu! trio y partial, ay, it is to be teared, falſe and diſ-· 
- ingenuous a are — in concealing theſe Teſtimonies of the 
Church againſt it Þ A * "we, in aer en 
good Ointment! - 
Their — farker ont in din they: mightily cry 
outagainſt 'the Church of 'Scotland, for not condemning the 
. Supremacy by an explicite Act, tho" they cannot refuſe it 
nas condemned in 4 particular Clauſe of the Faſt 1690; but 
they take no Notice of the Omiſſion of this Duty by the Af 
-Jemblies from 1638 to 1649, who, r.otwithſtanding of its 
being exerciſed in chat Period, over all Perſons, and in all 
Cauſes, Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, yet was ne ver condemned by 
an explicite Act in all that Period; nor was there ſo much 
done againſt it, as in the forecited Clauſe in the Faſt 1690, 
Their Partiality, and even Falſhood,'in the Way they repre- 
ſent this Church, as not aſſerting the Headſbip of Chriſt 
over bir Churcb, is evident; for the Church of Scotland 
have often: aſſerted bis, in as plain Terms as ever any Church 
:of Chriſt has done. or can do, as in Aſem. 1690. Act 7. 
Come ion, Chap. 25. J 1. and Chap. 30. 8 1. And the Com- 
'oiiffion of Aſſembly, in their ſeaſonable Admonition, 1698. 


ND ſay, Ne Den own, that Jeſur Chrift is — | 
10710 ; | 0 


 - enly Head and King of bis Church; which Deed was ap- 


the alone King and Head of bis Church ; and, on this very 


proven by the next General Aſſembly. And the Aen. | 
1705. Act j. expreſly ſay, That the Lord Jeſus Chris is | | 


Article, have given as faithful Teſtimonies to the Truth, as | 


can be pretended in the Period from 1638 to 1650; fo that 
our Separatifts are chargeable with groſs Partiality, Falſhood 
and Calumny, in what they aſſert, Page 32. That the 
(Church of Scotland, neither in 1690, nor in any of her 


« _{ſſemblies ſince, hath aſſerted Chriſt to be what really be | | 


«© is, the alone ſupreme King, and Head over his Church.” 
Their Partiality further appears, 'in what they ſay, Page 8. 
when complaining of the Commiſſion 1734 and 1735, becauſe, 
when appointing Fafts, they were not more particular in enu- 
merating the Sins of the Land. They ſay, This was a la- 
& mentable Evidence, that a thorough Reformation was nei- 
ther aimed at nor intended.” And when, Page 112, ſpeaks. 
ing of theſe Faſfts, they ſay, ** When the Sins of the preſent 
Times are not particularly mourned over, it cannot be ex- 
« pected that there will be any faithful Enquiry into, or Ac+ 
& knowledgtnent of the Defections and Backſlidings of former 
„ Periods.” But this is a groundleſs Alledgeance, our 
Church having been very full in enumerating Cauſes of Faft- 
ing, and if at any Time they have been ſhorter, they have re- 
ferred unto Former Faſts more fully expreft, which were to 
be held as repeated; nor can they be juſtly charged with this 
Neglect, tho' they have avoided particular Mention of ſome 
controverted Cauſes ; it being more for Edification, that Un- 


animity and Uniformity ſhould be obſerved in a Matter fo ſo» _ 


jemn, than to faſt for Strife and Debate, there being ſuffi- 
_ cient uncontroverted Grounds, and no Reſtriftion laid on any 
Miniſter, to be more particular in his own Congregation, in 
maintaining what was not thought expedient in the public 
Act. And notwithſtanding of the great Noiſe and Clamour 
that is made againſt this Church, for not appointing Faſts, it 
will be found to ly moſt at the Door of thaſe who violently 
preſs controverted Cauſes, which others cannot go in to, who 
would cheerfully agree to ſuch Thi are u 
and ſufficient to warrant the Duty iffelf. But beſides, in tnis 
Matter, they diſcover their groſs Partiality, while there was 

more Ground to complain of the A em. 1642 on this Head. 

= „5 | 


U 


as are unqueſtionable, = 


Another 


Another noted Inſtance of Partiality is this, That bey have 
- Gully noticed "the Faults, Failiogs and Tranſgreſſions of the 


| Church of Scotland ſince the Year 1650, but never fo much 


2s mention one of their, Failiogs, either of Omiſſion or Com- 
*milſion, from 1638 to that Year. What a Clamour would 
*they mike, if our Aſembliet now ſhould approve of ſeeking 
"Preſentations, if the Presbytery's Advice be had thereto ? If 
they ſhould re ſtrict miniſterial Freedom, by charging all, un- 
der Pain of Cenſure, not to ſpeak or writ againſt the Aſſembiy, 
or any At thereot? If they ſhould ſupplicate the King 40 
"ratify any of our Deeds under civil Pains? If they ſhould rob 
the People of their Right to chuſe Elders and Deacons ? If 
they ſhotild preſent Liſts tio Patrons, to make Choice of, and 
deprive the People of their free Choice, and ſo directly ho- 
mologate Patronage? It they ſhould diſcharge Fellowſbip- 
"Meetings, as Aſſembly 1647 did? If they ſhould make taking 
The Covenant a Term of Chriftiaa Communion, and like 2 
Facramental Teſt? Yet all theſe Things were done in the fore- 
Haid Period. And it is further to be noticed, that the Church 
of Scotland" appointed no Faſts, from 1638 till 1642 ; and 
then, inſtead of-ſearching gut, and mentioning the Sins of for - 
mer Times, in which the Supremacy, and as many groſs A- 
bominations had been rampant, as in any Period fince, yet not 
one of theſe Sins of former Times are mentioned, and all 
the Sins of the preſent Time are contained in Heſs than three 
Lines. How partial then muſt every diſcerning Perſon ob- 
ferve our Separatiſts to be, who will plainly ſee the Church 
bf Scotland at the Revolution had another Sort of Conduct, 
more like an Evangelick Spirit, who embraced the Opportu- 
- nity of the firft 4ſembly, . after the Revolution, to appoint 

4 Fift, in the Cauſes whereof there was a remarkable Fulneſs 
and. Copiouſneſs-of Acknowledgement of the Sins both of the 
former and preſent Times? How miſerably do our Separa - 
fiſts expoſe themſelves, and lamentably impoſe upon their Fol- 
lowers, by ſuch groſs notour Partiality and Diſingenuity? 
They profeſs to receive, acknowledge, and approve of all the 
Acts of Aſſembly from 1628 to 1650 : But from what is 
faid, it will be found they are therein ſelt· condemned, ſeveral 
of them being Point · blank againſt their preſent declared Senti- 
TT OR SY 


of the ſaddeft DefeRions, and even Judgments, that cau befal. 


vain Pretences, and makes them ſend forth an ungrateſul Sayoyr. 


mom, in that they give not the leaft' Teſtimony, agajaſt, Dis. | 


rate State from the Church of 'Scot/and, ſince. the Revoly.. 


comes Minifters, eſpecially ſuch as affect to diftingviſh them 


to all judicious and impartial Enquirers. Many, other Iaſtan- 


Truth, the Reverſs of the former, iz, their nagniſhing the 


Eſay of what is good; or am Attainment.of. Reformatis-. 


| 1 
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But further, They are partial and de ſecktive in their Ti- 
viſion and Separation, which hath always been thought one. 


gainft'a Complaint of, or Lamentation over them, who, cn: 
mary to our Covenants, have lived in a divided zd eh 


tion, nor of their diſowning the Government, Civil and Ex:. 
cleſiaſtical: Is this like that Ingenuity and Sincerity, which be- 


ſelves as eminent Reformers? Or is, it not rather an upgon-.. 
teſted Evidence of deteſtable Partiality ? which, were there- 
no more; is 'a Fly that quite ſpoils all the Ointment of their. 


» 


ces ot their Partiafity and concealing of the Truth might be? 
brovgtt-in under this fr general Head, of their magnifying. 
the Condo@t<and Attainments of that Period of the Church. 
from 1638 o 1650, and concealing the Blemiſpes thereof; . 
But theſe being ſufficient to make the. Charge good, we proceed, 

Second Inſtance of their Partiality, and Concealment af the: W 


Faults and Defection of the Church ſince the Revolution,.. 
and greedily graſping at every Shadow and. Handle, to.. 
blacken- and expoſe ber, and mincing or concealing. any; . 


on; whereas it will appear to any, judicious, and impar tial E;, 
quirer and Obſerver, That the Blemiſhes and Defectiong of; . 
be Church of Scotland. ſince the Revolution, are not ſagra/s, . 
as they repreſent them, and that ber Atiainments are. greater, . 
than they will either allow, or ſo. much as take notice of. 3 
whereby, as in the former Inſtance, they diſcoyer their @z-085; - 


: * 


PARTIALITY, and diſingenuous Concealment. of, the Tub. 
1. As to this Branch of their Parttality, under this Head. 
vis. Their magnifying the Blemiſbes of tbe preſent Church . 
of: Scotland, it is evident, - in the Strain of this. Paper, in- 
muled, Act and Teftimony, and their other Prigts,, as well as 
in the whole of their diviſiye Conduct. There never was, rr 
never will be, a Church under the Sun ſo pure, as to be free t 
en OS RD Blemiſhes, * + 


— 


Blemiſhes, nay, of great Faule and | Crounds of Complaine; 27 
but 2s it is a blind and precipitant Zeal, to lay greater Streſs .. 
on ſome Matters of publick Debate, and ſome different Sen. . 
timents and Praftices about Things not fundamental, wherein 
good Men may differ; ſo this Conduct (when theſe Matters 
are magnified and heightned with high ſwelling Words, and ſet 
in ſuch a Light, as to deceive the Simple, as if the whole o 
. Religion depended on an Uniformity of Sentiment concerning 
them) is an evident Demonſtration of groſs Rang. and 
of a Spirit of Bitterne/s and Prejudicte. . 
This Charge might be made evident, by many Paſſages of. 
this Paper under Corfideration, and particularly theſe already 
noticed, under other Heads; but, without deſcending into 

Particulars, it plainly appears from the too high and magnify- 
ing Expreſſions they uſe concerning this Chureh, and the Mat- 
ters they bring into Debate, whereof the fallowing few In - 
ſſttances ſhall ſuffice. They take upon them to aſſociate, to give 
Relief to the oppreſſed Heritage of God through the Land. 
——Inrod. Page 5. They charge the Judicatories with car- 
rying on a Couvgse of Bac l and a STRONG 
CURRENT of Deſection and Bac From. the cove-- 
nanted Reformation. —— [bid _—That Church Power was 
Screwed to an EXORBITANT, HEIGHT,— Page 2. and 10. 
After they apply the 40 Years Treſpaſſes of the {ſraclites in 
the Wilderneſs, to the Church of Scotland, they add, That 
the Church, in following Counſels of Fleſh and Blood, have 
declined gradually. until our Apoſtacy * Defection, in | 
the preſent Age, is come to an Height, in ſome particular In- 
| Nances, that were not known in former Times, ——Page 48. 
and 49.— That tbe General Aſſembly 1690, made no par. 
. ticular Acknowledgement of the many bainous Backſlid- 
_ ings of the former Period, Page 51. — which is not only 2 
magnifying a pretended Neglect, but a groſs Falſhaod, as bath 
been evinced before. They charge the Church in theſe 
high Terms, That a nauſeous Lukewarmneſs and deteſtable 
8 py Indifferency doth prevail among us, about the Worſhip, Dif 
| 289. and Government of the Lord's Houſe, —Page 57. 
« — That inſtead of making Progreſs in Reformation work, 
. many valuable Pieces of Reformation, once attained unto 
|. «© by this Church and Land, were not only negleted, . 
12 TRY Mater, * 1 are Revolution, TOILET 
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& —— That Corruption in 3 2 
« greater Height, in ſeveral Inftances, in this preſent Age, 
* than in any Period ſince our Reformatin trom Fopery. = 

' Page Gx—— They dot only ma the Faults ot this 
Church, in their Magagement of the roceſſes againſt Profeſ- 
for Simſon and Profeſſor Campbell. but they falſly charge 

the Church with adopting their Errors. They do indeed 

acknowledge, Page 8 5. That God ſo far deſerted ſome wor- 
thy Men, as not to- notice ſome of Mr. Campbell's Errors, 

1 85. but they are not ſo candid as to Own, that the wor- 

thy Men they mean, are ſome of tbeir owa Number, who - 

were then Members of that Aſſembly, whole Zeal, it ſeems, + 

ſhines , more at a Hilbſide than in an Aſſenbiy, where it 

would have been more ſeaſonable in tha Matter. But g 

even ſuch worthy Men might ſtumble, why might not their 

Charity have extended iiſelf to other worthy Men, dand make 

them a little more ſober in their injurious, bitter; uncharitable 

and calumnious Aſperſions and Reflections? It may de ad- 
ded, That ſeveral Expreſſions in the Reuſomꝶ o Seceſſion, 
given in by theſe who have feceded- fince their pretended „ 
ſociating in a Pre chytery, are to this ſume Purpoſe, which are 
chargeable on them ho have approven theſe Reaſons, and 

received them thereupon, as what they have done and e 3 

is chargeable on them, who have approven 2 25 will be : 
noticed. in another Artiele in its own Place: 1 

That theſe Ways of ſpeaking,” ſhew zt leaf 2 West Din 
polition to blacken and expoſe the Church of Scotland, while 
they highly magnify - what they charge on her., as her Backſli- 
dings and Defections, might be made evident, by a-particular” - 
Conlideration of them. But that the Church of Scotland, na. 
withſtanding-of all her Blemiſhes and Defections, is not ſo fax ' ⁴ 
gone into-Corruption, Defection, Back ſliding and Apoſtacy, 2 ä 
their magnifying Expreſſions, and-their diviſye Conduft would 
| bear in the Opinion of thoſe who are impoſed upon to regat | 
them as infallible, will Ka e nene next- LEND 
of their Partiality, viz. , a 
2. Their INDUSTRIOUS. CONCEALING: or THE + ogg! 
REMARKABLE ESSAYS OF THIS CHUKCH SINCE THE REV»: 
LUTION, To ADVANCE REFORMATION,: AND THE RE-' 
 MAREABLE ATTAINMENTS' THEREOF, IN:SEVERAL In | 
STANCES, GREATER THAN EVE Was ATTAINED: i 
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* aur ron Fikuon. Had they been 0 candid; 20 

\ obſerve theſe, they would have been more modeſt and chan - i 
table in expreſſing themſelves concerning her Defection. This 

Head might be enlarged into a great Volume; but it ĩs omy 

proper, in this Place, 3 r e . 

Niation and Comuiction. 

It is yet conſiftent vnb the Minteoriof ny that ache” | 
Revolution there was'a remarkable Deſire of the Word; and 
cloſs Attendance on Ordinances, by Perſons of all Ranks; and 

| the Labours of Miniſters were eminently bleſſed with Succeſs; 

There was a Savour of Religion among the Frofeſſors of it; 

and many: have dated their Converſion, and own their furiher 

| Confirmation. from theſe Times, under the Means diſpenſed 
by the Miniſters of this Church; and this did; in à great Mea- 

ſute, continue obſervably, until ſome Matters of publick De. 
baze, and different Semiments and Practices, were improven 

by ſactiou , Spirits, io make, foment, and widen a Breach, 
both among Minifters and People, and then every new Handle 

| wx greedily graſped at. to encourage Men. of diviſive Spirits, 

| to:proceed-in this their irregular: Conduct, whereby the Church 

bath indeed loſt much of its Purity and Luſtre; but then, this 

is not ſo much owing unto theſe Differences of Sentiment and 

Practice themſelves, as to the faStious and'zrregular Conduct 

of ihaſe WhO know not what it is to exerciſe a Grain of Cha- 

rity towards others who differ from them, even in leſſer Mat- 
ters wherein good Men may. differ, and yet maintain Chri- 

* ftian Love, mutual Forbearance:and Charity. Had theſe Graces 
deen more in Exerciſe; we ſhould have bad lefs Cauſe io 
complain of our preſent lamentable State. And now, not- 

wichſtanding of their Clamour againſt others, and high Profeſ. 

fon of diſtinguiſhed Purity in themſelves, it is evident our 

1 Detection lies, in a great Meaſure, at their own Door, 

bo, by their divifive Courſes; marr the Succeſs of the Go- 
ſpel; and turn unwaty and weak People; to make a great Noiſe 

of a Ptofeſſion of Zeal for the Cauſe of Chriſt; tho many of 

them can give no diſtinct Account of their Conduct, or Rea- 
ſons of it. but affect a mighty Concern about the Publick, 

more than about the real Exerciſe of Religion and practical 

Godlineſs: Yet; after all this Defection from the true Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, there are many Thouſands of ſolid Chriſtians 

in; Kotiand who adhere io the Miniſtry, and reap Edification | 


' 


thereby,” who ſee no Reaſon 3 the orderly cer | 
the Separatifts, which have ſuch a ruinous Tendency. E 
As — nh of the Church of Scotland had an agree- I 
able Impreſſion of the Word, and followed the Ordinances -* 


ticularly ouR GENERAL ASSEMBLIES, at and ſince hat 
Time, have done mam laudable Things tor Advancement of | 
Reformation, and have had good Succeſs therein in many in- 
. ances, which may be gathered from the publick Acts and 
Deeds of theſe Judicatories. 'The Sins both of former and 
preſent Times, have been very fully and particulariy ac- 
knowledged in divers Cauſes of Fafts, and where ſome have 
been more briefly expreſſed, that hath been ſupplied by re. 
ferring to others expreſſed more fully. | 

This Church bath made many Act againft Propban- 
neſs, not only in general, but by Enumeration of particular _ 
Vices and Immoralities of all Ranks, and hath given man 
warm Recommendations both to Fudicatories, Minifters 
and Members of this Church, in their reſpective Stations, to 
diſcourage Vice and promote Piety, by their Example and In- 

fluence, and ordered theſe Acts 10 de nne in 1 1 
Church. = 

-This Church bath wok: in 5-remaptzble Maenner doncard.- | 
ed to have the North Country well planted with*Minifters. 
This was their ſpecial Care for many Years. after the Revolu- 


at and-fince the Revolution, ſo the q u DicxroxCs, and par- Wh 


tion: Divers Committees of the moſt experienced Miniſters * 


were appointed and impowered to purge and plant that Coun- 
try; many of the very beſt Miniſters in tbe Souib were tranl⸗- 
ported thither; Act were made to encourage ſuch Tranſ- 
portations, and thus that large Country hath been better plant- 
ed by Goſpel Miniſters ſince the Revolution, than ever it 
as in the pureſt Periods of this Church; and tis is ſuch an 
Attainment, as well deſerved the Notice of ſuch as ſer up to 
Make-:publick Acts and Teftimonies to be handed down to 
Foſterity; but the Neglect thereof ſnows the Partiality, and, it 
is 10 be feared, ſome worſe Temper of the Separatiſtr. : 
The Church of Scotland have, by many Act and Deeds 

and many Inſtances of active Concurrence, ee to- a 
- wards the Propagation of Cbriſtiun Knowledge in the High. 
lands and-Iſtands of Scotland, and foreign ' Parts. And, 
itizin this — & gteat AIRES Counte- 
vs _ renance 
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+ nance and 18 3 of this Churc 
_ as they had Occaſion, and particularly of our General Af- 
e cha the Honourable Society for propagating Cbri. 
: flian Knowledge have made ſuch Advances in thar gloricus 
- Deſign, that 1 14 Schools have been eftabliſhed' in the High- 
- Jands and lands of Scotland, wherein ſeveral Thouſands 
have been, and are educated, and thereby ignorant and bar 
- barous People reformed, and made a knowing and civilized 
r 05g and, it may be hoped, many of them truly religious. 
This Church hath taken ſpecial Care to encourage ſuch 
5 Suntlente who have the /riſb Language, that they might be uſe- 


ful in theſe: Pari; and have been at confiderable Pains (o 


| ſend both Minifters and Preachers to concur with Minifters 


B Jaudable Deſign of ſome piouſly diſpoſed Perſons, both in this 


| there, under the Direction of their Presbyteries, for cruſh- 
ing the trafficking Popiſb Priefts, and reclaiming Papiſts, 
| -andpreventing the Apoſtacy of others, and have made divers | 
Act, conceraing the ſuppreſſing of Popery ; have been care- 
ful to have flated and particular Information of the Growth 
' (thereof, and have made many particular Applications io the | 
Government thereanent, pariicularly Act 6. Aſſem. 1722. 
and have obtained favourable Returns, and have been very 
careful to manage well the yearly Bounty of our Sovereizns, 
| _ for promoting Religion and ſuppreſſiog Taper, _ for other 
3 W N 
This Cburch exerciſed a peculiar Care 10 encourage the | 


and our Neighbour Nation, to have Libraries both presby- 
terial and Parochial lettled in the Highands and Hlands, ſo as 
19 Pre gbyterial Libraries, and 58 Parochial, have been fixed 
to particular Plates, named by our Aſſemblies,” aud Inftruc- 
tions given to Commiſſions to ſee theſe Things done. Great 
- Care have been taken to diſtribute Bibles tranſl ated into the 
| A4riſb Linguape, and ſome skilled in that Language have been 
ſet a · Mork by our Church to tranſlate the Pſalms, Confeſſion 
of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catecbiſms, under the Direc- 
non o the Synods and Presbyteries of theſe Bounds killed 
This Church hath alſo made ſeveral As of more gen- 
„ ral. Extent, for advancing Chriſtian Knowledge and Edifice- 
tio, as. appointing of lecturing on a large Portion of Scrip- 
are, 28 Carechetical — and guarding againſt 
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This Church is in Zoffeſfion, ar. N of all the Branches | 
of Reformation we ever attain'd. 'Tho"our Covenants bave - 
vot been ſolemnly renewed-itr this Periods: yet che' Obligation | 
Clauſes of divers abel ou enter.” 0 


25 Our nen Aandedt rn to — and * I 
Miniſtry, make ſolemn Profeſſion thereof, as the Confeſſion 
| of their | Faith, as they da of our Eftabliſhment- in ali its 
Branches, Doctrine, Worſhip. Diſcipline and Government. 
which they pronũſe to . - Farents:are-daily- requited 
to train up their Children according to the Scriptutes, and m 
Standards; which contain all the Eſſentiuls and Sul ana 


of our Covenants, and Which was ranified- een 


ment at the Ke volilion. d e — 
This Church hath made 'ehcolleig- ka eat 


ances for the Cauſe of Religion fince-the -Revoluſton, zu 
againſt thoſe Things that are contrary: thereunto, and do in- * 
danger-it- The coſs Attendance of the commiſion, duriag 
the whole Time of the Union-parliament, and their watching 
ery: Occaſion cf making N 5 111 r 
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pot; And ottett-never. to. be forgot, in Rememnibrs; 

as a ſtanding Monument of the Faitbfulneſs, Zeal 2nd; Chriſte 
an Gourage of this Church, at ſuch a critical Fundyre;/ and 
tho by theſe Endeavours they obtain d not all they aimed at, 


they obtain d what is not to be reckoned a ſmall Thing. out 


Eburcb-Eftabliſhment; at a fundamental Article of the | 
Din ; and aitho ſome Encroachments have been made 


thereupon by ſundry Deeds of the, Britiſh Parliament, yet 
it aſſurds this Church, a 


_ dreſs, which at ſome favourable Juncture may be given; if 


dee marrit not by imprudent ind umary Steps of our dyn 
Condufd3' and What the F 
oven by the Genetal Aſem yu! 


ny particular Miniſters, made proper Appearances, and 
p Ae den for che public 0 of itbi⸗ c and 


When the Bill for impoſing the Oath of bee the | 
litmoft boundlefr:Tolleration, and Reftoration of — et 
w brought id to the Britiſh: Panliamem, this Church 
made vigorous and zealous Addreſſer agaiuſt them, and did 
rongly inſiſt upon the legal Right, ſecuring us againſt theſe 
Encxoashments: * And altho' ſome inevitable bad Conſe 
_  quehices, which ibe Church foreſaw in theſe Addreſſes; bave 
| followed theeſtabliſhing theſe Encroachments into a _ 
| —— as tbe Church at that Time gave Tefti- 

4 mony aint theſe Things. ſo even ſince that Time they 
have given; in many Inſtances, clear Evidences of their Diſ- 
adden ibereck, 2 far as was "Judged expedient to op 
poſe direct what was turned into a Lam; and tho', in 
ame ber Inftarices, there have been dome Compliances, 
mich the Entanglement of theſe Laws, and particular Cir- 
cumſtances have occaſioned; yet conſidering, that even 
wee have alwrays been with a good Deal of Struggie and 
Oppos uon, ſo , it could never be ſaid they were by an 
/ eee cleanly Confer it the Church, _— 
5 7 


and couid not Prevent other Things they teſtified againſt, vet 


legal and enable Ground df remon 
| | ftrating © againft:tbeſe: Encroachmetts, and pleading for Rr- 


40 . —— that inferior "Fudicatories,' nay; 10 


* 
that Occafi a 2 \ 
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old quit 0 XD wo nt This 
than eee : exortiitentlyy 

DUTCH were thereby. giving un our: Principles, 
nay pulling the Crown OW Head, and other ſuch 


" When 2 Thankſciving ere eee 
Queen Annes Reign, this Church conceĩving it) in their 
Judgment of Diſcretion, - diſbonourable and  dangerouy,: and 


rather Matter of than of han ſgiving. did uni. 
verſally ueglect it, ſo as ſrarce balf a Score . whole 
Church obſerved it, which was an eminent Instance of dee 


Matchſulneſi on Zion s Tower, their Eaiibfulneſr, Zeal: 
and @breftian Courage iu 2 oritical. - qua # when _—_ 
were waiting for their Falting. FED Tot 77 TOAST, Toes; n 
When Matters were very remarkably carrying 05 i in ths 
latter Rad of Queen Anne's Reign, which had 2 -favourable 
Eye towards the Pretender's Imereft, this Church were not 
| afleep,\but made ba/d Addreſſes to the Government on 
| ſome Heads, and gave and publiſhed a ſeaſonable W#arning 
| 


to awaken Britiſh Proteſtants to diſcover their Danger; and 
wherein they expreſs tbeir'Zeal againſt the Pretender and 
, bis Intereft, and all Meaſures taken to advance. it;'and-thew 
: firm Attacbment to the Settlement of the Crownin:the ro- 
| teſtant Line of the Family of Hanover; and appointed this 
ſeaſonable Warning to be publiſhed by the Niniſters in every 
Congregation of this Church, with proper Exhorrations to 
the People on that Occaſion; and all this in the Fate of 4 
frowning State - Miniſtry, who had done many «unſuitable | 
Things, and made the foreſaid Encroachments on this Church. 
Such an Appearance as this ſhould never be forgot; dar; . 
it ſeems, it can have no Place in the 'Teftimony of our Jes 


Joy is conſpicuout. FEES if Rf Ht hs on 

The. firſt Adembly ier the Acceſſon of Kg Geo 

to the Throne, Act 9; concerning the Grievances of this 
Church, from the Tolleration, Patronage t, &c. take Notice ' 
of the Hardſbips and Prejudice dont io the Church theres 
by. And the Commifſion of the preceeding Ae 
made a Memorial. concerning-theſe Things? 


baving 
ſent it to be 
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| they ordained 3 5 | 
Aen., and it Se Meme. 
nial, wher akin wheel a: — to have theſe 
\ Grievances r and order the ſaid Memorial to be 
put in the Hands of their Commiſſion, enjoining them to uſe 
all due Means to obtain Redreſs : and particularly to ſend 
the {aid Mamorial to the Duke of Montreſe. Principal Secre 
tary of State, to acquaint His Majeſty thereof: So that this 
Church hath not been unconcerned abaint tbeſe Things, but 
endeavoured, in a regular Way, to ſeek: Relief ; —＋ = 
per Means thus uſed have not had the deſired Succeſs, it is an 
undutiful Behaviour in any of the Son, of the Church to up- 
Braid their Mother, for what is, and hach been, ber Burden, 
| tho ſome of the foreſeen Inconveniencies of theſe Grievances 
fall outthro* e Fame of n 
... 
In the Aﬀently is AR 6. there was 2 congratula- 
tory Adureſ io the King, upon ſuppreſſing the Rebellion, 
| * wherein this Church gave a noble Evidence of their zealous 
_ Concern, both for the ſacred and civil Intereſts ol this 
Church and Nation, too long to be here tranſcribed.” - 
un dhe Aſembhy 1728, there were the like dutiful Ad 
| drefies to bis preſent, Majeſty King George II. wherein this 
+ Church doth 8 expreſs, not only their Duty and 
Loyalty o the King, but aſſert theit Presbyterian- Conſtitu· 
tion with grateful mann of His Majeſty 3 Promiſe 
| © maincain ir. - 2185 
In the Aſſembiy 1734, the ab Act of General Afembly 
4 17 3c. and Sch Act of Aſſembly 17 32, which had been com · 


| 4 plained of by divers Miniſters and Others, were declared no 


| Jonger binding Rules in this Church. And in Act gih of 
| that Aſſembly, miniſterial Freedom declared and allowed. 


 , Andin Ad Stb, to pieyent Growth of Diviſion on Account 


ment on-the Synod of Perth to tate off the Sentences paſt 


of the Seceſſion of ihe Separatifts, they made an Appoint- 


A againft- them; an: proper Application, and, in that Aſſembly, 


put 2 Stop to the Current of ſome Proceedings that had been 
| complained-of..; And had the ſeceding Brethren been duly 
| fenfible of this: Condeſcenſion. and entred at the Door that was 
3 m 3 lamentable W 
1 3 ve 
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a Rule fut ther back. Anno 1707, this Chureh bath agreed 


thereof ſince the Revolution, many have been converted, 


_ edified-and © confirmed, who are nom in Glory, and many 
others, in every Corner of the Land, who are in their Way 


* : * Bon... __ "> 
T4 


Es 


- 


& 
hive tis pes might ve bake devine! | 'But 10060 
upon a Form of Proceſs more accurate, ſuitable and com- 


plete, than'avy in former Periods of the Church, which muſt” I 


be owned to be a Standard branch of Reformation. * © 
And not withſtanding all the Clamour of the Separatiff# 
and their -£dberents, in this Church, and under the Miniſtry 


Heaven-ward:: Tho our Church's Womb may not be in 
every Period alike fruitful, yet it is not barren to this Day, 


and therefore ſhould not be rejected by any of her Sons; 
which Conduct is an Evidence of monſtruous Ingratitude. 


If the ſeceding Minifters or their Followers have any bing 


2 corrupt Church, as they repreſent this Church to have been, 

and ſtill” to be ſince that Time, can be bleſſed to bring forth 
ſuch fruirful Plants, as they and their Followers think them- 
ſelves to have been, why ſhould they abandon ſuch a Church? 
Dare they ſay but Chriſt walks yet in the Midſt of our Golden 


Candlefticks ?— In this they may be ſelf· convicted and felf- 


condemned, as Men who act an inconſiſtent Part, which can» 


not be agreeable 10 Principles either of true Religion or right 
Reaſon, + 


"Theſe are a 1 of the many Confiderations that may 
manifeft the PAR TIALTrI of the Separatifts, in induſtri-+ } 
ouſly concealing of many good Things done, and Advances Wt 
of - Reformation attaind by this- Church ſince the Kevolu- 9 


tion. The 


Sixth Thing obſervable i in cheir Pagde: intituled. 44 "Nabi" 1 
ration and Teſlimom, is the STRAIN oF UNCHARITABLE-" Þ| 
NEss that runs thro the 7Fbole of it. It would be almoſt - 


needleſs to tranſcribe it, and repeat all the former Obſeryations, 
to give all the particular Inſtances of this uncharitabſe Tem- 
per, chat diſcovers itſelf in this, and allitheir Writings, at and 
fince their Secæſſion, as well as in the-wbole of their Manage- 

a C. * Temper, nnn 
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either of the Reality or Growth of Grace, and Experience 
of true Religion, where got they it, but in the Uſe of the 
Means and Ordinances diſpenſed by the Miniſters of this 
Church ſince the Revolution? And if the Miniſtry of ſuch 
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Things, is the very — the 
Mie gives of Charity, 1 Cor. iii. 4. -| They breathe. 
th” bitter Invective . againſt & Brethren, inſtead of 
'Long-ſuffering and Kindnæſti. They give ſuch Views of 
I Church, as may leſſen its Character, and exalt their own, 
which is. 2 conſiderable Degree of Envy of the Church's guad 
Name, and of vauating, and being puffed up with the Vanity. 
of popular e. and Alfectation of more Purity than, 
| others, which yet, when duly conſidered and weighed in the, 
| Balances of the Lau and Teſtimony, will be found wanting. 
Their bebaving themſelves un/cemly in this Paper, and in their 
whole Conduct, is ſo plain, that he who runs may read it. 
They go over all the Banks of Civility and Diſcretion, all juſt 
|, Regard to their Superiors, whom they trample upon in Speech 
and Behaviour. That they ſeek their own ſelves in various 
Shapes, diſcovers itſelf in their Writings and Conduct, Self 
admiration, Self-applauſe, and perhaps, in ſome Inſtances, 
Sell intereſt too, cannot be denied by any. who are not-wil- 
fully blind: T bat they are eaſily provoked, appears evidently, 
when they graſp at every Handle, to carry Matters to the grea-. 
| ter Heights of Prejudice and Calumny. That they are prane 
to think Evil of Men, is ſo evident, that there are very fem 
| of whom they think well. They have caſt off the Miniſtry: = 
| of Scotland, they are exceeding few whom they have any Re- 
| gard for, perhaps only ſuch as they have an Eye unto to join 
With them in their /infu/ ,ſcbiſmatick Conſpiracy. They. 
| ſpeak ſo much Evil of all Sorts of Perſons, that they muft 
| = think Evil of them, even of many worthy Men, nothing. 
inferior to them in any valuable Attainment. That they take 
more Pleaſure to rejoice in Iniquity, than in the Truth, evi- 
| dently. appears in the whole Strain of their Prints and Con: 
duct, particularly in the laft Head mentioned, iz. their Far- 
| riality in magnifying the Defections, and concealing the good: 
| Attainments of this Church fince the Revoludon. Fheit Man- 
ver of writing and acting ſhows, that inſtead of bearing all 
| Things, ibey can bear nothing; they are impatient of : the: 
. fo ſelt-conceited in leaning 10 their on 
| nding, hat they act with ſuch. a, proud and Tupercilts: = 
5 4 5 as if they tbocght it a hainous Crime. in any Mini- 
err Judicatory, to gainſay their præſumpiuous Eretences: 
aud inflead of a nde Boles 6 5 
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o d which they e or 4 
Accounts'that might tend to give a. möre fat e Opinion 
of them, they ſo expreſs themſelves in their, Prints, and46 
behave: otherwhys, that it is evident, they are ready: to believe 
the leaſt Hint of Evil concerning them ; but they n 1 
lieve nor hope any Good of them. Nor can ey Lane © | 
endure any Thing, but diſcover in their 7Yritings and Cork | 
duct x fretfud, quarrelſome, diſcojitented Spirit, nothing ike 1 
the Temper of our glorious Head ind Goſpel. Pattern. Thie 
want of Charity is 2 hainous and dangerous Crime, which e-. 
poſetk the higheſt Fretenders to Religion; tho they ſhould even 
ſuffer Death for their Profeſfion, unto Divine Diſpleaſure and 
makes all their Profeſſion an efripty: Woile, Ie a ſounding - 11 
Braſs and a timing Cymbal. Their Writiggs. in the whole 
Strain of them, and * Behaviour in carrying on theit Gl.. 
viſive Courſe, are ſach plain Evidenees of tms want of Cu- 
rity, that every Judicions OG Chriſtian muft- needs be 
| convinced of it. The 2 
Seventh Head is, Vinny ind'Havohtines. Their 
afffinig: 4 Judicial Poityer, in 2 ſtion unte their Morbe . © | 
Cburchb, a true Church of Chriſt; aid acting in ſuch Manier 
and Huren is 2 pregnant and uncontefled Evidence of uns 
Temper of Mind. Tho the Things rhemielves, ihey ſaf 
this and other Priats, were all zoo in themſebves, abr 
confidered; Which yet they ate not, mary Things being falle 
and calummious; yet their 'afſuning' 2 Power of judreral | 
Acting, in and about them, Prochainis their Funity, Haugh- | 
ingſr,.'Pride and Preſumption. And whatever the urnioft | 
Exteat of Cbarity may ſuppoſe or allow; as to their rex 
Frame and Temper, it is ſelt. evident, that this Charge is ven 
founded on the Beef themſelves, done by them, and eas 
not be inſiſted on. This Pride running! thro" all the other Hi. 
ances, as à corrupt Leaven, that leavens the whole Lamp,. 
is the Spring, Source, Frompter and Fromoter of the'Whole 1 
Serie of their divifve Conduct. The 1 
Eigbtb Head is, The yERNICIOVS: AT vant ot iis 
Paper, intituled, ict, &c. and their other Prints and Cons, | 
duct conform thereto. What can they rationally propoſe 0 
themſthves in this out of the way Management? It they pre- 
poſe Rrontrarion of their Conſciences, this is indeed agood WY 
Eu; But is this er nnn Mean?” * wo Yi 
or ans, 
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keep wühin the Bounds of Diſcreiion, and due Regard. to their 
| Superiors, while they differed from them 3 aud, in this Way; 
| as they might have ſufficiently exonered their Conſciences, ſu 
# they would- have mei with no other: Oppoß ion. but Counter. 
Arguments for their Conviction. But when the Appearances 
a of tem made azainft the Things they quarrelled, were 
iatermired with ſuch, offenſive Expreſſions, as were moſt un 
| Aufl, and ſo maccountable, that a graye Advice and Adio» 
| mition:was: judged expedient, they catried the Matter - ifita 
me Heights of Prejudice and Preſumption; and. inſtead of a 

- Seaſonadle Exoneration of their Conſciences, inxolved them- 
- felves in deep Guilt, and in ſuch a lening out of the Waters of 


and Religion, and open a Door to Anarchy and Cory gon. 
and retard, inſtead of advancing, Reformarionm. 
l their Deſign 10 hand down a Teſtimony 10 Poſterity 5 


*This End can never be attain d, to any go Furpoſe, by ſuch. 


| wnfeir, lame, partial aud calumnious Hritings, which can 
3 only tranſmit tbe Memoty of their Sin and Folſy to fucceed 
ing Generations, who will ſee it without Prejudice, ben 


they and their deluded Admirers ate off thei Stage. As (o 


whatever Mixture of Truib is to be found in their Os 
| theſe Truths are recorded in more authentick Writin 5 
Monuments, than their preſumptuous Acts and eftimo- 


mies, which are larded with ſo many Defeas, Calumnies and 


| Mibepreſeotations, And gher ente Thiogs, :as above not 
ced.. rn. 

I ꝭ it ee oa te fm Wa dbey aim at? They 
have exceedingly” miſtaken their Meaſures for attaining that 
End. Can they reaſonably think, or expect, that to fw off 


"the Miniſtry; of this Church, to expoſe and magnify ber De- 
| feRtions, to conceal her good Attainryents, to draw the wideſt 
Conſequences of Calumny againſt Miniſters and Judicatories, 


can contribute to this End? Can they think, that their Endeæ 
| yours to alienate the Affections of Pegple from their Mini- 


Kers, to excite them to withdraw from ibem, to caſt them 
Joolſe from Auendance on publick Ordinances, to inſtill tbe 
. of weak e n Nee for . as 1 ij 
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nine with as ſtrong — 25 hey — as 
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Hriſt, as. hath, made them overflow all tbe Banks of Reaſon 


„ as ow ed . , YM pry, ot Ten wy” ee wb o e td 


beet the Effe of their Management, we may coticlude; that 
their 4ivi/ede ?Pritingr; and other Steps of their Condadtare 
the 21 Minderance of Reformation, the greateffTnſkance 
25  Defectivn; and olle of the greateſt Cauſes 
of F | | 


bf at finte te fir Dawming of e Re: mation 
therein. © dor nas 
En we Bebel out” IME tech Ratz led i 
Pieces, the Miniftry of Scotland, and its Fudicatories, throwd 
off and comemnes, their ithbrity deſpiſed, and the menneſt 
ind moſt nr ant People ravght by knftruction and -Ptarmple 
to difregard it; The pr of the Goſpel, and othet Or- 
dinances, deſerted by many of their mifled Folſowers; the 
Diſcipline of the Church Weakened, and in Hazard of being | 
quite broken ; Diviſion and Sub · di uiſion increaſing z Hyusb: - 
and Wives, Parents and Children; Mafters and Servants, dife 
fering in heir Seßtiments and Conduct, driving ſepatate Mes 
fires, falling into Vatiance and implacable Diſguſts, and ma- 
ny other irtegular Steps; Neighboiirs becoming firſt dry and 
M one to another, and gradually falling into more open Rup⸗- 
ures, which binder their agreeable Commerce and comfortable . 
Corteſpondence; Private Conveniticles introduced among S? 
paratift 7 on Sabbath - days, inſtead of the publick Ordinances - 4 
The Enemies of Reformation rejoicing at theſe Diyifions, 
and Effects of them; Their Hopes of a ſpeedy Return to An- 
ichriftian Errors and Superflitioas; when there is ſach an open, 
Failure of, ind Oppoſition unto, 2 Chriſtian Temper aud Con- 
dud ; Infidels 45 7 Perfons- hardued id ccf I th, þ 
their Errors and Vices? Cit we bebold theſe, aud ſuch like \ 1 
Effects of the. Writiogs and Conduct of the ſereding B.. 
ibren, and their Aubrrentr. and not lamient them, as having  Þ 
a pernicious Tende by” | to turn all Things looſe, and to pro» 
mote Backilidi retard eu Reformaribn, corviiaſtinds #1 
ing of axe i gh, dar rain 1 rand to promote i? | 4 un 


. 


Act. 


5 ga n 
2 Te eftimony,.. ents of 7m gather, Privts, and their Con J 
| 2 pane . 2 Head SM 


3 Pornicious © 
"ME Premiſes. - And ow ve proceed to. ome more. partic 


WM © Set. . *As "Meffis. Ebenener N Wit 
. 2 Hi on, Alexander Moncrie, and James Fiſher, 
| bo firſt made Seceſſion from this Church, and erected them- 
ſelves in a pretended Presbytery, and framed and Publiſhed 
dhe foreſaid Paper, are, in the firſt Place, chargeable with the 
foreſaid Heads of.Complaint ; 2; Mr. Thomas Mair Mini- 
fer of the Goſpel at Orwell. and Mr. Nalpb Er tine Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel at Dumfermline, having next\/ecededfrom 
this Church, and Joined themſelves with the forefaid pretended 
©, Prexbytery,. and, in their Reaſons of Seceſſion, have approven 
- of the foreſaid, Paper, and joined therein in all its Branches, . 
and been thereupon received into the Number of that pre- 
. gended Precbytery, as Members thereof; Are chargeable with 

_ the haill preceeding Articles, ach. may be bere Feld ker 

peared, and applied to.them.. .. 

And further. Their Crime ig tended wich particular As 
Saaten: 5 INASMUCHAS, . 

41). They had not the leaſt Shadow, of Provocaion from 
| He Church, or anꝝ of its Ju ies. 
(2) They have gone into this irregular- "Courſe, " ohwkth- 
; . ing of ihe lamentable Effects, which they could not but ſee 

- the, Seceding of the four Brethren bad e and were 

Me to produce. 3 

„3.0 in their Reaſons of Secetion, they have 8 Mat: 
rx rather to 2 greater height of Inſolence, Falſhood and Ca- 
Ar. chan the ou — dore; while, - particularly, 

A 


miting Thieves and Robbers, "ranger FA Dir eRT 4 
to the Chureb, with ſcattering the Flock, add . 
of their” ſpiritual Food ; with a:ftated' Deſign-t6 be f coves 
re Work of Retbrination aſfogether Ger þ 
1 YO the Church modelled io Gee [with V 
not worſe 3 with g oing off from ibe Foundation 


7 41 poHler, and bene er Pris oppo 1 7 


tion, and with embracing e bery Opporitairy of Pulling Gon 
the carved Work of God: "He" comp hy ef 
Fan and Wolves, and charges them b 
| Time, made, and with ſtill n Ting deep Deſt con from Chi 1 
the Cenex of Union; 3 with bree 'both' the Doctrine ans | 
Government of the Church of Chriſt, in E 'ind he 2] = 
wicht Principtes- oppoſite to, ad deſtructire of oe ue f 
Matters'ot the greateft Moment; to the very B of 'T | 
fie Be Society ; with 'doing What in wem nes, ta Plat be 
ff fem Chriſt's' Head, and refuſing” to dire him the 
. due to his Name, and ne Glory of bis'f rene Hef : 
and $dvertignty, and nfipig A Legitlaive Power oer the | 
ae wich combining to ſlay the Wineffes'of Jelus;'s and tan 
be ning Generation in Ignorance and Error. Theſe, 4 
25 ch like Fx prefficfis;in the'Reaſoiis of Sece fon Nen in 
by Mf. Mair, 1 — atthered umd by Mr. Ralph Erfhine n 
his Reaſpns of Seceſſion, Whertby' tbey ate equally g Uitiy E 
them”; and the four Bremen raving) received: the Me. 
4 Mair and Mr. 'Ralph"Frrkine upon theſe Reaſons; and in- 
5 volley, and publiſhed them along with their" pretended 44 & 
; and Teftimony Are all of them guilty of this Prodigy of . 4 
> folence © And Finlay yy" Catumny, which is ſuch an "Inftance* 4 
of Preſumption, and unaccounfable Be ba viour towards @ _ 
irue "Church of Chrift, and their Mother-Q eh, 28 .. nl 
precedented-in any: Chriſtian Church, ſince” the moſt wy”. : 
Times of Chriſtianity. © It being plain from the Hiſtofies of” © 
the Church, that tho Men have fallen both inte Error and. 1 
Schiſm,- yer they never treated the Church, from FWhom the 
differed, with ſuch inſolent Conduct, and ſuch falſe Sim 
ous E | D T9 this corrupt Leaven eds which Beads 
unto Tn 65 i * A il SEL | 
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e Preptey i ON repeated 
b Mr; And ni Gondutt in, this. Matter 1 


ime 480 he. was under PIES ger ich 
| . e which came before 
Zhufch e ee e. r 


| More re | 
gg Time, of big 1 oh was not under. any par 
We Fr racels,, he might pretend the leaft Shadow. 


Eravocation, through alleged Severity, but had Caule rathe 
| de e 2 e 0 
Warraotibie Se 


n He might hare. See py « fu Eſet v 
Scbiſm had produced, to the Prejudice of Religion — 155 
e Godlineſs, weakniog the; Hands of Wee in.their Work, 
and marring the. Succeſs of the Goſpel. 

30 lu his Reaſons, of Keen be doch expteſs bimſelfig 

a Manger, that at the ſame Time diſcoyers both his rater 
and Freſumption, while he chargeth it as 2 Crime in this 
Church, and à Ground of his Ae er T That this Church hath 
| not adopted that pretended Act and Teſtimony, and charg- 
eth the Church with publickly renouncing the alone Head - 
k ſhip and Sovereignty of Chrift over this Cburch ;. 1 45 be 
| extends this Defection to the whole Bach of the Cburch, the 

whole Lump infected, and all in Communion w ith her, and ſ0 

exzends..his ſchiſmatick Diſpoſuion plaigiy aud Sredy 3 A Sa 

F-> than bis. Rept pa eps ee 

fame Tendencs, 


4 | thy. 4 heir. vi wg their dg had the 
. 18 15 bear; the fume. Se a range Fieca of 
1 round to expect any Regard, 


1 eee lee n than * | 
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_ favour. them ; A. 5 fe 
entred into theſe deep Waters of Sir 65 they y 
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Cob of any towards-lum.; 4p 
: 0 en mot. Kent Ta I ther 

: F--- . MARY Ee. | 

na [miſe more forwarg tan, | 
Meafures, hy ba 
gbſer ved. 


over Head and Ears into ſuch an; oyerwhe 
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m ; fo "they, pry bes 
NNE Hows 
is Breach, 


Ne 


, he hat, in "a } 39S * 


A Tr 


"ver and  mſap | 9 5 

| Se fi DEED muy, hath! h the” —_ 
rect ind explicite Manner, adopted all the* /chiſmaticat 

Fords and Deeds of theſe who made "the Sece{fion: before, 
- aſe thigde them his own. And, in the w 9 

ane of his Paper, he hath proceeded upon'a groß Mir 
or de State of the Queſtion, por diſtinguiſhing berwixt crounge 
| of "Complaint and Grounds of 'Sece/ſion ; fo that. according. 

to his: welk Way of 3 por only ever) Brother, 

bo does any diſorderly Thing, but every Judicatory, wo. 
goes any Thing amiſs, which can be called à Sin or Fault, 
| (for he powerfully inſiſts on making no Diſtinction therein in 
tis Caſe) fhould be withdrawn from. He groſly mines 
the Matter of contending for what is Truth ot Dork. 

if there could be 719 Tight ay of contending, bot by Se 
cen; whereas Men "may iye Teftimony to the Truth 5 
. METS. and againft Sin, both by many lawful Ways, and. 
3 ® <4 Jufficient both for their Exoneration, and for main. 
nz” the Cauſe of Cod, otherways than by withdrawing, 
— Communion of the Church. All his flaming Zeal in 
| qnagniffing the Church's Defe&ions, and in aſſerting his own 
| and his- -Bretbrens Paithfulneſs and Purity, terminates. 
ina Flood of e mpty Words and Sounds, „ quite off the Point 
. af Hinge of of the Saen conc true and ſufficient” 
Gr et an Secelſion. And as to theſe be 
x ans! in the Caſe of Church, if they were admitted 
0 de ſufficient” there is not a Church this Day upon Earth, 
| with whom be coold keep Communion ;-and ſo his Argue 
ment proving too much, proves nothing at all to the Purpoſe. 5 
e ha be deen advanced before in the Anicſes charged on, 
rer 'Brethreh, Who firſt ſeceded may be 1 plied au 

}to cut off the Whole Force of his precendet 


owe 


+ 4 


_ "zance of Preſentations one of bis Reaſons, this comes frot 


of 8 only 1001 omit o.obſerre one Parti iu 
which may put bim to the Bluſe, yiz. bis making the. Ac 


bim with 2: very. bad Grace, who, tis known, paid about 1 3 
Sterling . for Charges of a Preſentation io himſelf : 100 J 


| knows his coming 10 Burntiſtand was with confiderable.Op-  -* 


poſition. Buy tho many other Grounds of Complaint might b 
drawn from his, Paper, theſe now mentioned ſhall Jo 2 
and ſo 1 proceed unto another General Head. Kees 
Sect. WII. Having conſidered Grounds of Cam FEE 4. 
- gaintt the ſeveral Members of the pretended aſſociate be 
according to the Order in which hey made Seceſſion ; The * 


vert Head is againſt Mr. Jobn Hunter, pretended Preacher X 


of the Goſpel by Licence from the ſaid pretended Presby- 
tery, he Ee deſerted the Communion of the Coo 


„ gg * 


e with u the bal . foi ſo far as N. may F | 


be applied to his Circumſtances, allowing the Difference 1 


betwixt their Character as Miniſters, and bis 25 2 ar 
vate Man: and ſo theſe may be held as repeated and 

"plied to kim | in diyers Reſpects; and the ſaid Members of f 0 
pretended Presbytery are chargeable with a formed DeGga of 
maintaining and propagating their Schiſm. by their Lice fin ing 
the ſaid Mr. Hunter, and imploying him as a T ol to. pro- 


| mote factious and diviſive Coutſes. 


Sect. IX. Having, in the Premiſſes, conſidered the FE al 
Members of this /chiſmatical Aſſociation, as to their. 2 


ceſſion, and their Writings in Defence thereof, and in Op- 


poſition to. the Church ;. This Head ſhall relate to their Be- 
baviour in a diviſive ' Courſe, to be applied to the Seceding *; 
Bretbren reſpectively, under the following Heads. 

1. Mr, Alexander Moncrief and Mr. ' Fames. Fi ber - 
held a Meeting at Getſbaww in the Pariſh of Morbattle, and 
preached to à great Crowd of People, induftriouſly gathered 


from all Corners of the Country, endeavouring to poſſeſ 
the Minds of their Hearers, with the ſtrongeſt Prejudices % 
againſt the Church of Scotland, by reading their pretended 23 
Act and Teflimeny, containing many groſs Falſhoods” 2d 
achat MNMiſrepreſentauons, and by be a © Kyepal 5 3 
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1 Confufon2nd expoſe Religion ue me Seeg af Ml 
_ of profane and rorrupt Sentitnents. and Patti RR nou 


| I 
* 
* 


| Brethren do take ben 
| _andare guilty of 
F — tnt ever was heard of: Add the- whoſe Scope off 
me Diſcourſes and Management of the Tad Mr. #umnery*s 
to prombte Diviſion among the” People, 10 
Affection from their Minifters 3 Which Diſpo nden aß dern 
-  "bſerved'to hate been evident in his Conduet theſe Tieveral 


| j > Harmbay before. And ſo atiful is he, the fe 


| \ wqa-Meetingr as fear them as be can, and rs ith 
ene wrnbirking” People, white, mein Th 2. 5 


* 
1 
: * 
— x * 4 
_ - T 
| 
q 


dons.) abc: Kette 2 5 
e e e Time intirely.v 

aber Ordinances, and Bold Meetivgs by. 
u Lord's Day ig the Time of! p tk ick 
1 Tendency 10 x Stebh 


2- The forefaid Mr. John Hunter, prerending to bꝭ i canſed 
abs lere dim Bretbren; hath taken pon him to (predict 
ile above : mentioned Places: on Ide Days Alledging 
i Fe Te doing; - whereby: the Jad 


the moſt violent Imruſn int the E 


Mithare their 


Years, he having, in divers Ioftantes; fomented Ditifion; 30d 
raiſes. Differences, where there bad been 4 nit — 
5 A 
in his Matiagement; that when the Hoy ee of 
Horde Supper is to be admiviftfared © in*the-#nbRt"onit> 
'. Congregations of tbe Bounds, he is fore to hold Fes 


eder Cherch hath the lea ft Evide 
,Oribodoxy,. "Ebriftian"" Behaviour," 


11 Gf Nee 
rule ne 's 


a Power over tHis:whoteThutth, . 


9 — 
4 


riſk of Drym 


* 


The fre. ps have 3 I 
E f this Church, — theſe forementioned, | 


both their Right aud their Duty ; and therefore this they 


bare done in divers Pariſhes, even where they themſelves -_ 


cannot in (he leaft pretend the Settlement of their Miniſters 
have been violent: 80 that it 


one main 


ation, viz. td relieve oppreſſed Congregations who have 
Miniſters ſettled againſt their Will, is but 2 mere ſham 


had 
Fre- 


tence, it being Evident by their whole Conduct. that they aim | 


ut 2 ly of all Chttreb-Power and Edminiftration to 
themſefyes, ind endeavour to perſuade all that will be fo 


' fooliſh, weak or wicked, as to N their Entice ments, 0 1 


throw off all Reſpect to this Church, and Miniſtry thereof 


4. Mr. Ebenezer Erikine having cauſed the Frecenter n 
o proclaim, in the ſaid Church, Thomas Buchanan 2 


Stirling t 
in the Pariſh of Kippen. and Florence Grabam in the Pa 


en, and marrying. them, as being two . Sabbath» 


days proclaimed in that BI Another pregnant Inſtance 


of irregular Conduct. 


3. The fereding Bretbren are chargeable with preſcribing : 
new Terms of Communion, admitting People 10 partake of 


the Sacrament with them, upon their deferting their own 
Minifters, and the Communion of this Church. 


6. Their Conduct in appointing Fafts in open Fields and 1 
Higb-ways in many Places through the Country, as in . 
vers Places aod Times in Eaft-Zothian, at Falkirk, Libber® Þ 
ion, Cambuſnetben, Finnick, and _ on which O- 
cafions; by reading their /cbiſmatical P on and the: Strain i 


who will be ſo raſb and weak, as to regard theſe their . | 


of their Preaching, they ftir up 2 Spirit 
viive Meaſures ; and thus they quite miſtake the 4rue Scope 


of a religious Faſt, while they give Occaſion to a great many MK 
Feople, both idle and profane, to add to the Coufluence, 1 ..U 


1 Work 28 a Faft ; not is it 0 
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ed they would have Confidence to refuſe 1 ; but 3 
hep are fo far from this, that they glory in it, and think it 


appears by their Practice, that WM 
Ground of their Seceffion and Ai - 
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15 we ae 1 8 is chargeable with ſeveral 


66 


chat mow have been was: lamentable E8:Qs following theſe 
Copfluences,;: while the profane Practices of ſome af their Fob 
— have bern dated om wem; which, ibo nat direct 
: chargeable on thew, yet their diviſive Fraclice gives to much 
Occaſion thereto, there being n Neceſſi of - ſuch; Con- 
fldences in the Field, wlile we live under the Protec- 
tion f a mild Government, ind ſo cannot complain inthe 
+leaft chat our Teachers are driven into Corners, or that we 


nate expoſed to ſeek the Bread:-ot our Souls with the. Feril 
of our Lives. This their Practice then is more ſinful, ind 
2 mire Jam / Tendency than they ate 2 of. And 
Wbereas they pretend 10 appoint Faſts in this Manner, this 
their Practice of ſuch ptetended Fafs, is iiſelf one of our 


gresteſi and trueſi Cauſes of Fafling at this Day, hle by 


ch, ed dec. xe Ircegutarities, ihey are carrying ona Courſe 


tive: of the moſt valuable Concerns of this Church, 


BY and-/ubwer/ive o its happy. Ebabliſbment, if not merciſulhy 


2991 iamreg/Hprevented... 1.21 1369 ; 198M id gi zue 
„ Tney ate:chargeable with cenſuring and abſolving 
Jeandalous 'Perſons belonging to other Pariſhes; 285 periicu- 
Jarly the forementioned Thomas Rucbanan and Florence 
graham, at the pretended Faſt held on ihe 28th: of iSeptent- 
en 1737. in dhe Pariſn of Le As alſo, they: tale 
von em io excommunicate Ferſons, ſor not compearing be · 

3 e Trecbytery. particulariy their 
Thomſon, inthe Pariſh of Aberneih. 
cy. to their ſaid  Presbytery:\. How 


; would bey dake i, if the Church ſhould treat them ſo, for 
"their open Contumacy to all the Fudicatories thereof ? Aud 


"whatever they. may bave the Pride and Neahneſs to think, 
Will any Judiciaus Perſons think, that their high Pretences 


. and; prefumpwous aſſuming Power not belonging to them, does 
Fal ekauctorate the Church, and eſtabliſh their -unaccoudt 


Able Uſurpatino? [Several of the above Particulars are drawn 
e ſeparate e referred to in the Extract of dhe H. 
nad of H; SAR 2M) of on; baSviogul $18 ind BY 


Ofvery. ſtrange. unaccountable and irregular-Condof, 
353heſe. following: That at Stirling the ri th Day of wu 


775 at ahe baptizivg:of ſome Children, — Fee 


ein V5: 070) Heaters, of the Reaſon, why obe oT 


h mis ii m ee 507 35 1d 7 13 bug en theſe 


ae — MA 


N 


Prei bytery of Dunblain have 


aS RTI Fe FSS rere 


— 
of 


ne acting in their Name, aud by their 
duct, n caſe mbre Noiſe be made about, in di they len 


„ 


356d. xutvolict nA (ids 55 1589 23480-31547 #8015: 
«iheſs Parents, Lcd dd Lan ben fo longhiadred from = 
4 offering up his Child to Baptiſm ; mhe- 'Prevbytery of Dun 
1 Bain having laid the faid Archibald, . with ſome others, 
runder the Sentence of thei L Excommunication ; — 
% now the ſaid Arcbibald hath mad a Seceſſios from the 
& Church, and juined the Aci 'Provhtory;" who WP, , 
„ taken his Affair under their Cog e, and found the 


i untarrantably, 4 
& declared the ſaid Arc bibula fres from the Seandal ; an 


4 therefore have appointed me io baptize his Child, which; by 


« their Appointment, I am now to do: And the a 
« Presbytery are now to take all ſoch Caſes under ther Cn 


« ſideration, and do Fuftice to thoſe who are injured-after | = 


« this Manner; and if any further Noiſe be made about this. 
„Matter, the whole Affair about the Man will be p priates; 
« with Remarks on the Pre lter) of Dunblaims Ms 
* ment in this Matter ; but it is rather hoped;/any' further Ne. 


4%:rics\'of this Affair will be dropt, becauſe tie aſſociate. 


i. Pregbytery are vtawilling 0 print the ſaldd Afar forthe. 
Saxe bf ſome Now, was there ever ſuch an Inftance of, 
Inſolence and Preſumption heard of in any ChriftianChurch? 
If this be'talerated, this Church may give up with all — 
to any Manner of Government, Juriſdiction or Diſtipline': 


If this preſumptuous Combination, under the pretended Title | 


of a Prevbytery, (hall be allowed to take upon them to judge 
of the Deeds of the Judicatories of the Church, to paſs Sen: 


tences upon them, 10 abſolve Perſons from their Cenfares, 5 


upon their Seceſſion from the Church, and Jaining with them. 
there's an End of our Conſtitution; this Deed is diresth 


ſubverñ ve of it; and the Re ſolution to go on in this prefumps 45 


tua. ¶Hſurpation, may juſtly call the Church, from Pr a 
of Selfepreſerqation, io take Care to put an effectual Siop to 
ſuch Caring and inſolent Conduct, Aud tho, My; genes 
Er. cine was Actor in this lnfiance, yer the whale pretend 
ed Presbytery are involved in his Guilt, Mr. ae ral 
Appoldemebt, A 
tdeir tiweatning 10 print the: Presiytery:of | Dignblaitts 


their Preſumption to be vhſtinqte ant eating in fir ft 
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their Number; it may be ſaid. that ile Matter, having came 
to ſuck 2 Cab, it is 2 Queſliom if ihe Church cbuld well 
| actount either for the Talibſulneſt or Prudence o furtber 
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